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Preface

Social institutions that have been ardabaddands of yegeserally change slowhgrthey change at all.
But t hhawa§ things ltheerplaying owtith marriage and famiice the middle of the 20
CenturySome sclaws argue that in the fipgstecaddbgebasiarchitecture of these@denstitutions has
changed eapidlyas at any time in human history.

This Pew Research Ceapert, done in associatiom WE sets out to illuminate these changasdoy

two complementary research methodologies: a nationwide survey of 2,691 adults we cob@dcted from Oct
2010; and our analyssshalf centuo§ demographic and economic data, drawn mainly from the U.S. Census.
The trend analysis is desigpedmw how Ameri cans® behaviors relat
since 1960. The survey is intended to help explain why these tlappgesthand what the puatkes

of them.

As is the case with all Pew Research Center reportghoigrmesdasigned to promote any cause, ideology
or policy. Our mission is to inform the public on important topics that shapelttieirls@esetye
believe that thesearctools at our dispoaa partidarly welsuited to this topic.

As the reader will discover, the survey reveals a public that is suspended between ameptance and unea
welcoming some changes, disapproving dflothevsr, this collective soewg ambivalence is an

amalgam of different views by differagrdphic sigsoup$ including those defined by classaage,
gendeneligion and marital and family circumstance.

The report takes on a wide range of intriguing deestonage becoming obswtehave marriage

rates dropped more for sgnogps than othdsnd to what extent does the growing marréige géh
agrowingeconomigap? How much have gender roles within marriage changed? When it comes to marriage
doeslovetrumpmongy? e t odayds mar r i regiosage? Woad dogsuthich an t hos
think about tlteecoupling of marriage from parenthood? How does it define family?

We dondt al ways eahsaarspbuttiwe hopesthdiese guestiodseahdi otihers, daunreport
will leave readers battewrmedibout one of the most important social transformations of our era.

Survey Methodology

Much of the report is based onraatiemwide telephaevey of @91 adultages 18 and older. It was
conductefilom Oct. 121, 200 A total of 1,520terviews were completed with respondents contacted by
landline telephone and 1,171 with those contacted on their cellulan pffonieto capture the

experiences and attitudes of those latigtraditional aleddraditionalamily arraegents, the survey

included oversamples of three key groups: (1) adults who are divorced or separated and have at least one
younger thage 18; (2) adults who are living with a partner and have at least one child younger than age 1¢&
adults whibave never been married and are not currently living with a partner and have at least one child
younger thage 18.



The dataeae weighteith multiple stages to account for the different sample segments as well as the
oversampling of certain groifesghting also balanced sample demographic distjivatians a

finalsample that is representative of the general populationtioé adulisi@mtal United States. Margin of
sampling error for results based on the total sample is pRi§ gencentsige points and is larger for
subsampldaterviews were done in English and Spanish by Princeton Survey Research Associates Internat
See detailed Methodolpage 100

Demographic Methodology

Except as noted, the demographic analgsesed from the 1960 to 2000 Decennial Censuses, and the 2008
American Community Survey (ACS). These data were obtained frebSAaltiRalddSe

(www.ipums.o)§ The 1960 and 2008 data are 1% samplepudbtivn pdata from the 198090s is

from 3% of the population, and data from 1980, 1990, and 2000 include 5% ofthe population.
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The Decline of Marriage and Rise of New Families

Executive Summary

The transformative trends of the past 50 years that have led to a sharp declinerisendmmage and a

family forms have been shaped by attitudes and behaviors that differ by class, age and race, according to
Pew Research Center nationwide survey complemented by an analysis of demographic and economic dat
the U.S. Census Bureau.

Arew omarriage gapo6 in the United SMamidgevkilei s i ncr
declining among all grongeainthe normar adults with a college education and good insamogvbut

markedly less prevalent athosg on thewer rungs of the semsonomic laddd@ihe survey finds that

those ithislessadvantaggdoupareas likely as others to want to martigeigpiice a higher premium on
economic security as a condition for mahisgea bar that nraay noteet.

The survey also finds striking differences by generation. hthiri8Q6896) of all twestymethings

were married. I n 2008, just 26% wer e. How many
For now, the survey findsttityoung are much more inclined than their elders to view eatrehitation
marriagand othemewfamily form8 such as same sex aggrand interracial marfiagea positive

light.

Even as marriage shrinks,fiamnilgll itemergingarieesii remains resilient. The survey finds that
Americans have an expansive definition of what constitutes a family. And the vast majority of adults consid
their own family to be the most important, most satisfying element of their lives.

Here is a summaf the key findings of the report:

1 The ClassBased Decline in MarriageAbout half (52%) of all adults in this country were married in
2008; back in 1960, semd¢en (72%) were. This decline has occurred along class lines. In 2008, there
was a 16 memtage point gap in marriage rates between college graduates (64%) and those with a higl
school diploma or less (48%). In 1960, this gap had been just four percentage points (76% vs. 72%).
survey finds that those with a high school diplomajostesslitedy as those with a college degree to
say they want to marry. But they place a higher premium than college graduates (38% versus 21%) or
financial stability as a very important reason to marry.

1 Is Marriage Becoming ObsoleteRearly fouin-ten survey respondents (39%) say that it is; in 1978
when Time magazine posed this question to registered voters, just 28% agreed. Those most likely to ¢
include those who are a part of the phenomenon (62% of cohabiting parents) as weadlyatothose most lik
be troubled by it (42% ofdedicribed conservatives). Despite these growing uncertainties, Americans
are more upbeat about the future of marriage and family (67% say they are optimistic) than about the
future of t he c o50% optingishics, itseecbnomia $ystem(46% opnyistic) ar s (
morals and ethics (41% optimistic).



An Ambivalent Publicc. The publicds response to clamidgi ng m;
of acceptance and unease. On the troubled sidgest Bevienten (69%) say the trend toward

more single women having children is bad for society, and 61% say that a child needs both a mother &
father to grow up happily. On the more accepting side, only a minority say the trends toward more
cohabitain without marriage (43%), more unmarried couples raising children (43%), more gay couples
raising children (43%) and more people of different races marrying (14%) are bad for society. Relative
few say any of these trends are good fobsbosatysay they make little difference.

Group Differences.Where people stand on the various changes in marriage and family life depends to
some degree on who they are and how they live. The young are more accepting than the old of the
emerging arrangementssebelar are more accepting than the religious; liberals are more accepting thar
conservatives; the unmarried are more accepting than the married; and, in most cases, blacks are mo
accepting than whites. The net result of all these group differargevénahreay split among

the full public. A third (34%) say the growing variety of family arrangements is a good thing; 29% say i
a bad thing and 32% say it makes little or no difference.

The Resilience of FamilieS'he decline of marriage ot knocked family life off its pedestal. Three
guarters of all adults (76%) say their family is the most important element of their life; 75% say they ar
overy satisfiedo wit h-interhsaythe family theyllimpwis astlese a n d
as (45%) or closer than (40%) the family in which they grew up. However, on all of these questions,
married adults give more positive responses than do unmarried adults.

The Definition of Family.By emphatic margins, the public doesmatisage as the only path to

family formation. Fully 86% say a single parent and child constitute a family; nearly as many (80%) sa
unmarried couple living together with a child is a family; and 63% say a gay or lesbian couple raising &
is a faily. The presence of children clearly matters in these definitions. If a cohabiting couple has no
children, a majority of the public says they are not a family. Marriage matters, too. If a childless couple
married, 88% consider them to be a family.

The Ties that BindInresponse to a question about whom they would assist with money or caregiving i
a tme of needmericans express a greater sense of cbhgatioalativiésncluding relatives by

way of fractured marridgiesn toward best frigfithe ranking of relatives aligns in a predictable

hierarchy. dfe survey respondents express an obligation to help out a parent (83% would feel very
obligated) or grown child (77%) than say the same about a stepparstefp(55%) sibang

(43% . But when asked about oneds best friend,

Changing Spousal Role#n the past 50 years, women have reached near parity with men as a share of
the workforce and have begun to outpace metbimaddtteanment. Aboutisiten wives work

today, nearly double the share in 1960. There
changes. More tharirsten (62%) survey respondents endorse the modern marriage in which the
husbandd wife both work and both take care of the household and children; this is up from 48% in
1977. Even so, the public hasndt entirely dis



marriage. Some 67% of survey respondents say that in @dento beer mar ri age, it
for a man to be able to support his family financially; just 33% say the same about a woman.

The Rise of Cohabitation.As marriage has declined, cohabitation (or living together as unmarried
partners) has become miolespread, nearly doubling since 1990, according to the Census Bureau. In
the Pew Research survey, 44% of all adults (and more than half of all adults ages 30 to 49) say they
cohabited at some point in their lives. Among those who have dwetbodali6deo) say they

thought of tbliving arrangeent as a step toward marriage.

The Impact on Children. The share of births to unmarried women has risen dramatically over the past

half century, from 5% in 1960 to 41% in 2008. There ardfeotaiciesddy race: Among black

women giving birth in 2008, 72% were unmarried. This compares with 53% of Hispanic women giving
birth and 29% of white women. Overall, the share of children raised by a single parent is not as high a
share born to amwed mothebut it too has risen shdirptg 25% in 2008, up from 9% in 1960. The

public believes children of single parents fabaltenges than other chiidr@® s ay o6a | ot 1
chall enges and anot her 4 @pundsnts gee évan more ghallenges ®ré ¢

children of gay and lesbian couples (51% say they face a lot more challenges) and children of divorce
say theface a lot more challenges).

In Marriage, Love Trumps MoneyFar more married adults say tha@384g (haking a lifelong

commitment (87%) and companionship (81%) are very important reasons to get married than say the
about having children (59%) or financial stability (31%). Unmarried adults order these items the same
way. However, when askédéfty agr ee that there is oonly one
threein-ten (28%) survey respondents say, | do.



Section 1: Overview

Over the past 50 years, a quiet revolution has taken place in this country. Decades of demographic, econo
and social change have transformed the structure and composition of the Americamnfer@iiy. The pre

family unit of the r2@" centurfi mom, dad and the fid® longer has the stage to itself. A variety of new
arrangements have emerged, giving bseader and evolving definition of what constitutes a family.

At the center of this transformation is the shrinking institution of marriage. IhA@dicdR%aclts
were marriedBy 2008, that share had
fallen to 52%.

Current Marital Status, 1960 -2008
Part of this declinexplained by the | (%)

fact that the average age at which mer
and women first marry is now the hig
ever recorded, having risen by rough
five years in the past half cénfurgl.
part of the decline is attributable to th
near tripling in the share oéntlyr
divorced or separétead 14% in 2008
from 5% in 1960.

= Never married @Widowed Divorced or separated @ Married

Public attitudes toward marriage reflg
these dramatic changes. When aske
the new survey if marriage is becominc
obsolete, about féoHten Americans 1960 1970 1980 1980 2000 2008

0 L
(39 A))say that It-IS. Ina SUI’\./ey'FOfS/ Note: Ages 18 and older. Numbers may not total to 100% due to
conducted by Time magazine in 1978, rounding.
when the divorce rate in this country wauree: Pew Research Center calculations of Decennia Census and

y merican Community Survey data

near an diime hlgh, JUQG)/O agreE‘d PewResearchCenter
that marriage was becoming osolete-

3U.S. Census data on the median age at first marriage begins in 1890. In 2010 the estimated median agmatdisse8ndoriage for m
women it was 26. See U.S. Camsasi BCurrent Population Survey.

4 Another way to measure change in marriage rates over time is to look at the share efamialtsedhéibeetoo, the trend is

down, but not as steeply. In 2008, 73% of adults had ever married.flgur860ash@5%. The gap between toars@ily married

and the 73&ver marrie@008 is explained by the 21% percent who were widowed (7%) or divorced/separated (14%).

5The 1978 figure is based on registered voters. The comparable nurmbemfreontbg is 36% of registered voters.



Changes in marital patterns have had a _ :
. . . Share of Children, by Number of Parents in
major impact on the lives of children |3 <choid
this countryMarriage is no longer (%)
considered a prerequisite for

e=me] parent
parenthood. Over the past 50 years, 100 [ 2 married parents
the share of children born to unmary 2 cohabiting parents
mothers has risen dramafically 5 |
increasing eightfold f&fin 1960 64
to 41% in 2008.This trend has
contributed to the decr@adiee share
of children under age 18 living with
two married paredt® 64% in 2008 25 |
from 87% in 1960.

(
87

50

There are distinctive secmomic, 0
generational and racial patterns in th 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2008
trends away from marriage and towardte: Based on persons ages 17 and younger. Parents may be biological,
inal hood d oth . adoptive or stepparents. Children without any parent in the household are
single parent 00d and other @NETl inciuded in the base but not shown.

family forms. Source: Pew Research Center calculations of Decennial Census and
American Community Survey data

Marriage rates are now more strong
linked to education than they have been
in the past, with college gradé#®é} ihuch more likely to be married than those who have never attended
college (48%).

\ PewResearchCenter

The racial differences are evan Blaggs3%) are much less likely than whites (56%) to be married, and
this gap has increased significantly over thfeekArildren @2 are nearly three times as likely as white
children (18%) and nearly twice as likely as Hispanic chjltréing2vith one parent.

As the country shifts away from marriage, a smaller proportion of adults are experiencing the economic ga
that typically accrue from marriage. In 2008, the median household income of mdi8édsxhitts was

than thatfainmarried adults, even after controlling for differences in holseA8B0sitds gap was

only 1%. The widening of the gap is explained partly by the increased share of wives in the workforce (61%
2008 versus 32% in 1960) and partlyrieyebedad differential in the educational attainment of the married

and the unmarried.

The net result is that a marriage gap andc@sonia gap have been growing side by side for the past half
century, and each may be feeding off the othdye Akawith in greater detail in Chapter 2, adults on the
lower rungs of the saemonomic ladder (whether measured by income or education) are just as eager as oth

5 This includes children living with biglagicptivandstepparest

'RichardFfy 0 The ReveMsraiti afetBGap Col PegweResearch Center, October :
(http://pewsocialtrends.org/pubs/767/reverttiecollegenarriaggap, page.
80ver the same period overall income inequalitydglihas Ui 8SBcmeased

Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco, Sep 21, 2007.


http://pewsocialtrends.org/pubs/767/reversal-of-the-college-marriage-gap

adults to marrButthey place a higher premium on economic _ .

. .. . . . | |Is Marriage Becoming Obsolete?
security as a prerequisitedoriage than do those with higher
levels of income and education. And this is a bdr drat the
their pool of prospective spduseasfind increasingly
difficult to meet, given the facttblative to other groups,
they have experienced signdm@amdmic declines in recent [—

decades.

Agree

58%

The changes in marriage rates are driven in large part by th Disagree
behavior and attitudes of young adults, who are both delayit
marriage and entering intdrigdisional family arrangements. | li
1960, 68% of adults 2§29 were married. By 2008, only 26%rowing Variety of

were married. The fact that young adults are delaying mafriagemi |y Types |'s
does not necessarily mean they will never marry. Only time
tel |l . Meant i me, itds stil]l Good the vas

thing

the U.S. evardlly get marriedhmong those ageardd older
roughhyninein-ten have ever married.

That said, young adults do have much different attitudes tov
the trends that are driving family chderydy half of those No
under age 30 (468ajthe growing siaty of familgrrangements difference
isa good thing, compared witl3@3dstof those agé and
older. In addition, young adults are much more accepting tha _ _

their older counterparts of a host of societal trends affectingg:/lc;]rei Sllngler Vgorr]neangvmgé
families, from more people living &ygeitmout getting married

to more gay and leshian couples raising children.

Bad
thing

Public Reactions to Decades of Change Bad

Good thing thing
. . . . . 0,
The public is aware of the changes in marriage and famjiln 4% S~ 09%

have taken place over the past BOarehexcepts some

more readily thaneth There is no clear consensus on the diﬁe'\r‘gnce
overall merit of the rise of new family arrangements. Whe

asked whether the growing variety in the types of family
arrangements is a good t hinR@poné&ndwamerdshiong or do
difference, the public is evenly/split h i r d ( 3 4 pfycludedbyrotiabgleq &5 o 5
good thing, 29% say itds |a bad t hiptﬁv}awng(ﬁm'c\i" 32% s a
make a difference.

Where you stand on this issue depends to some degree on how you live. Adults who are living a more trad
family lifé8 married with childiérare ammy the most resistant to the growing variety of family
arrangemen@8%sayit is a bad thing. Those who are divorced or separated have more of a live and let live
attitude: a 39% plurality say t hehapariaaraelageld on ot
supportive of the new arrangements: a 56% majority says the growing variety is a good thing.



Of all the changes in family structure, the one that draws the strongest negative reaction is single parentha
An overwhelming major@9%) say the trend toward more single women having children without a male
partner to help raise them is a bad thing for society. And a majority (61%) still believe that a child needs bc
mother and a father to grow up happily.

Other changes get a rhattkr reception from the public. For example, morariten B2 now say
that the best kind of marriage is one where the husband and wife both work and both take care of the hous
and children. In 1977, fewer than half (48%) endordédrihis egaplate for spousal roles.

And the public is quite open to the idea that marriage need not be the only path to family formation. An
overwhelming majority says a single parent and a child cons{i@&& griaanijyas many (80%) say an
unnarried couple living together with a child is a family, and 63% say a gay couple raising a child is a famil

In the midst of all this change,
the public maintairgoaitive The Familyds Future I's Brigh
outlook about the future of the| Thinking about the future of our country , are you generally
familyWhen asked if they feel optimistic or pessimistic about &

generally optistic or ® Optimistic & Pessimistic O Unsure
pessimistic about the institution 1. institution of marri age "
of marriage and the family, 67% and the family

say they are optimistic, 27% are Our ability to get along G 3
pessimistic and 6% are unsure. with other countries

Respondents were askedt Our system of education 43 3
the future ofarious dimensions The economic system over n 3
of national lifén addition to the the long run

familyi moral anehical Moral and ethical standards 41 51 3
standardhelongterm

. Note: 0 Dondt know/ Refusedd6 responses not ¢
soundness of eabnoig

systenpour ability to get along
with other nations and our system of edb&eatibhcanzeit on top. A narrow majority expressed optimism
about the ability of the United States to get alothgmathuntries (56% optimistic). The public was much

more evenly divided over the future prospects of the educational system, the economy, and morals and ett

PewResearchCenter

This generally upbeat view of the family can be seen across major demograpldorgnogs.\ihie ain

and blacks, young andaoldiffluent and lower income adults all express high levels of optimism about the
future of marriage and the family. This is notable, because these groups differ sharply in their assessments
specific tresdhat have affected the family and in their own family arrangements. Married adults are somew
more positive than unmarried adults about the future of marriage and the family. Even so, majorities in eac
group say they are generally optimistic abauttiel y 6 s f ut ur e.



Family Remains Central, Satisfying

While he structure and composition of the family have c
the importance of family halsestliminishenh the process
The modern family, in all its forms, is highly valued and
asaurce of great satisfaction for the vast majority of Ame
Threequarters of all aduit8%) say their family is the most
important element of their life at this time. An additional
say it is one of the most important elements but not the
important. Only 1% say their family is not an important e
of their life.

In addition, family life remains highly satisfying for most
American.hreequarterare very satisfied with their family
life, and 19% are somewhat satisfied. Fewerithan one

(6%) are dissatisfied with this aspect of their life. In gener

family life is considered more satisfying than social life,
community life or career.

And there doesndt seem to
days. Survey respondents say thieis tachly are at least a
close as the families in which they grew up. When aske
make this comparison, 40% say their family today is clo
say itdés about the same a
than when they were growing up.

Simildy, among respondents who are married or living v
partner, half (51%) say they have a closer relationship W
spouse or partner than their parents had with each othe
additional 43% say their relationship is about the same

ranged,
Family Life Today

reﬂ?&i‘ﬁgred to when you were growing

.up, 1s your family life now ¢é ?
rn

Less
close

Closer

About
the same

Married Life Today

3 gpmpared to your parents, is your
relationship with your
spouse/partner é ?

Closer i
Less closen In

About eir

the same

itho@: 6 Donst Know/ Refused
'i'mtﬂéilm not labeled. Second chart is
those who are currently married or
r. lidpp with a partner (n=1,512).

PewResearchCenter

as their

p a r eefatiossbip. Only 5% describe their relationship
their spouse or partner as less close.

Y
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Family in the New Economy

Changes in demographics are not th
only factor driving family change. Ov
the past 50 years, the U.S. economy
been transforthen several dimension
The manufacturbgsed economy has
been replaced by an inforrAadised
economy. And the presence of wome
the workplace has increased dramati
In 1960, women comprised only 33%
the U.S. labor force. By 2009, womel
hadeached near parity with men (47
of the workforce).

Over that same period, women have
made significant gains in educationa
attainment. In 1960, less than 6% of
women had a college degree. By 20(
that share had climbed to 29%.
Furthermore, for thespawo decades,

® Distribution of the U.S. Labor Force by Gender,
£11948-2009

hes)
5.

100

B 75

~

50
N

25

1950

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2009

8\ote: Estimates reflect annual averages.
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics (Current Population Survey data)

PewResearchCenter

~

women have been the majority of ne
college graduates. As a result, amon
adults in their 20s and 30s today, mo
women than men have graduated fro
college.

These dramatic changes in the econ
status of women have haeranging

effets on family structure. In the 195(
and 1960s, most married women did
work outside the home, instead relyir
on their husbands
familyIn 1960, 32%f wives were in
the labor force. By 2008, that share h
risen to 61%.

Alongwith their greater participation ir
the labor force, women began to dels
marriage and have fewer children. In

g Share of Mothers Who Are in the Labor Force
re(%)

I e=Cme\\/ith children younger than 18

80 With children younger than 6
ey \\/ith children younger than 3 71
Dr 70
64
60
S 60
47
n so0 F
g 39
40
30 34
a
20
1975 1980 1990 2000 2008

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics;
lyW0men in the Labor Force: A Databook (2009 Edition) September 2009,
Report 1018 (Current Population Survey data)
PewResearchCenter

h

addition, women have been faced with

° Data on married women in the labor force are

from the 2010 Statistical Abstract, Table 583.




the challenge of balancing marriage, motherhood and work. A large majority of mothers with children youn:
than 18 (71%) are now in the labor force. In 1975, fewer than half of all mothers were working. Even amon
mothers of very young children (younger than 3), 60% are in the labor force, up from 34% in 1975.

In spite of the gains women have made irationadarena and in the workplace, most of the public adheres

to a fairly traditional view of which spouse should be the primary breadwinner. When asked in the current F
Research Center survey how important it is that a

woman be able to support a famaitgially in
order to be ready for marriage 38ftgay this is
very important. When asked a parallel questiol
about men, 67% say it is very important that a i
be able to support a family. 68

Changing Views on Premarital Sex

B Premarital sex is wrong
O Premarital sex is not wrong

-

60
Changing Values and Changes in Family

With the arrival dfe birth control pill in the early 32

1960s, American women gained a new measure
control over their reproductive lives. Public attifu
about sex outside of marriage have changed
dramatically since that time. According to pollimc
conducted by the Galluga@ization in 1969, more
than twehirds of the public (68%) believed thafitNot e: 0Dondt know/ Refusedo6 r
was wrong for a man and woman to have sexjaf2yce, o 1959, ol Oromizeton (2020, 1oce,
relations before marriage; only 21% thought thisN#as-2)

not wrong. By 1985, the balance of opinion hagd B (T,
shifted significantly: 39%ssaibefore marriage
was wrong, while a narrow majority (52%) said iCompeting Values

was not. In a 2009 CBS/New York Times poll, tt mAgree  mDisagree
public more decisively rejected the idea that sex 75

21

1969 2009

71
before marriage was wionmgly 32% said it was
wrong; 60% said it was not.
25
The Pew ResglaCenter has been tracking social 19
and political values for more than 20 years. The
show the pu blicds amp i Women should return to | have old-fashioned grng

gender roles over the past half century. While th their traditional roles  values about family and
public now clearly embraces the changing role| c marriage
women in society, mastericans still maintain a
more traditional orientation toward family and | Source: Pew Research Center for the People & the Press

. . Mar/Apr 2009; Asked of Form 2, only n=1,521
marriage. When asked in 2009 whether they ag t‘ or- Y )

] e: oDondt know/ Refusedé6 r
or disagreed that women should return to their PewResearchCenter
traditional roles in society, only 19% of adults agreed




while 75% disagreed. Atdheestime, 71% said they hayasbidned values about family and marriage.
Only 25% disagreed with this statement.

There has been some shift in attitudes on these questions over the past ZDy&afradlritd 983, 19%
in 2009) said women khaeturn to their traditional roles in society. Similarly, 87% agreed that they had old
fashioned values about family in 1987 (vs. 71% in 2009).

Within the framework of these competing values, the public has mixed reactions to the major demographic
trendghat have transformed family life in recent decades. In the current survey, the one trend that elicits th
most negative reaction from the public is the increasing number of single women having children without a
partner to help raise them. Rowytdsirsten (69%) say this is a bad thing for society. Only 4% say this is a
good thing, and 24% say it
doesndt make mMwpelt vitws bnfoérfo@dpicerrends
% saying increase in each isé

Other less traditional family
arrangements involving childre
get mixed reviews from the
public, but fall far shortetfigg

=

B A bad thing TA good thing O No difference

24

Single women having children

an endorsement. More than foyr ~ People 'it‘)’gggt‘;gz:n:;w“ho“t 46
N- 0,

in-ten (43%) say that_ the trend Unmarried couples raising 10 P
toward more unmarried couples children

raising children is bad for society G«'vlyllesblle:?1 i::dorl;rr)lles raising I
and an equél percentage say if Mothers of young children 37 21 38
doesndt make mt working outside the home

Only 10% say this is good for
society. Similarly, 43%rsaxe

Women not ever having children 29 11 55

gay and lesbian couples raising Per‘r’]‘;ﬁy?f]g 'ngi”;tﬁgf ° 25 60
children is bad for society, 419

say it doesnot| Ngpa Ro@dtmireoly/ Refusedé responses not
difference and 12% say itds good IewResearchConer
for society.

Public attitudes toward gay unions have changed in recent years. In 2007, 50% said more gay and lesbian
couples ising children was bad for society (vs. 43% now). The shift in opinion over the past three years has
been toward a more neutral stance. I n 2007, 34%

Recent analysis by the Pew Research Ceateetpl¢ & the Press found that acceptancsewf same
marriage has grown significantly in the past year, and for the first time in 15 years of polling on the issue, le
than half of the public opposes allowing gays and lesbians to mafry each other.

YFor further analysis of the tr-SextMariafedgpisniUpwaod, gaYycmabeir aée
(http://peoplepress.org/report/662/sarmexmarriage



http://people-press.org/report/662/same-sex-marriage

When it comes to trends in marriage, 43% say more people living together without being married is bad for
society. Roughly the same proportion (46%) say
society. The public is much less critieahafélase in interracial marriages: 25% say this is good for society,
1l4% sayitiskmchd 60 % s ay i differdncbee snd6t make much

The public is not completely sold on the idea of mothers of young children working outside the home. Only
onein-five (21%think this is good for society, 37% say it is bad for society and(B8Yesmait

doesnodt diffeaekce. Amajarity of the public (55%) say the trend toward more women not ever
having children doesndt, morasagthigiubadifor sbcidtyf(20%)ehancgeod A
(11%).

Marriage, Family and Race

There are distinctive racial patterns if-the

changing attitudes and behaviors relatéd/rrent Marital Status by Race and Et hnicity,
to marriage and family. Marriage ratgs1960-2008

have fallen among whites, blacks and (%)

Hispaniasver the past 50 years, but the =y \\/hites Blacks ~ emDm=Hispanics
drop has been most pronounced amor 80
blacks. In 1960, 61% of black adults

74

70

were married. B908 that share had 72
dropped to 32%. Among whites, the | 60 ¢ 56
marriage rate dropped from 74% in 19 61

to 56% in 2008. The trend in marriag 0T

rates among Hispanics has tracked mc¢ 4o |
closely with that of whites. In 2008, 50" 32
of Hispanic adults were married. 30

D

50

Blacks are more likely than whites to| 20
agree that marriage is becoming obspl
(44% vs36%). However, unmarried Note: Ages 18 and older. Hispanics are of any race. Whites and blacks
. . . includ I -Hi ics.
blacksrejust as likely asmarried meiuide omly non-Hispanies _ _
. . Source: Pew Research Center calculations of Decennial Census and
whites to say they would like to get | American Community Survey data

married in the future.

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2008

Race is also strongly linked to family living arrangemen/%02@0@e adults and 33% of Hispanics

were living with a spouse and one or more children. This compat&89mathbiandi adults. Blacks are

more likely to be single pdidntgg with one or more children but no $pgbasehey are to be living

with a spouse and raising children. In 2008, 19% of blacks were living in a household with children and no
spouse.



The trend in bl
is driven in large part by the high
incidence of eatwedlock births amon
blackwomenin 2008, sevamten black
women giving birth (72%) were
unmarried. This compares with 53% ¢
Hispanic women giving lainith 29% of
whites.

ag

As a result, black children are much 1
likely than white or Hispanic children
live in a home with only one parent al
to have a parent who has never been
married. In 2008, roughly half of all bl
children under the age 052%j were
living in a household with one parent.
third 32% were in a household with
two married parents. The rest were li
in households with cohabiting partner
(6%)or no parent at @D%) By
comparison, 74% of white children
younger than a@elited in households

Iéhsar% of |3ir|th\slt|o LTn%arr%JV\;orérl\
by Race and Ethnicity

enﬂ,ements

J (%)
All  e=Om=\\hite Black  emDmmHispanic
80
Df 20 L 72
60
50 | 53
Nt 40 | 38 a7 E/E/:FP "

29

2008

1960

1970 1980 1990 2000

£
Note: 2008 data are preliminary. Hispanics are of any race. Whites and
blacks include only non-Hispanics.

[I$gurce: For data from 1990 and later, statistics calculated using National
Center for Health Stati stics data. For years prior to 1990, data obtained

S from Ventura, Stephanie J. , and Christine A. Bachrach. Nonmarital
childbearing in the United States, 1940 -1999. National Vital Statistics
Reports; vol 48 no 16. Hyattsville, Maryland: National Center for Health
Statistics.

PewResearchCenter

with two married parents in 2008. Fev

er

than oné-five (18%) lived in ene
parent households, and the remainde
lived with cohabiting partners (5%) or
parent (3%). Hispanic children fall in 1
middle: In 2008, 59% lived with two
married parents, 27% lived with one
parent, ®lived with a cohabiting coup
and 5% lived without a parent.

Because of the significant decline in
marriage rates among blacks and the
increase in eokwedlock births, the

percentage of black childrexy hwvith a
parent who has never been married I
grown dramatically over the past 50
years. In 1960, it was very rare for a (
of any race or ethnicity to be living in
household with a parent who had nev

Share of Children with a Never Married Parent, by
Race and Ethnicity

2

45
40
35
30
25
20
15
10

=

e===\\hite Black  emD=mHispanic

41
le

0

a

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2008
cHiele: Based on persons ages 17 and youngerHispanics are of any race.

Whites and blacks include only non-Hispanics.

aSource: Pew Research Center calculations of Decennial Census and
efmerican Community Survey data

PewResearchCenter




been married. Less than 1% of white ace. Ethnicity and the Chanaing Fami
children1% of Hispanic children and 2% 05 ey . Jmng /
% saying this is a bad thing for society

black children lived in this type of household.
Since that time, the proportion of white gn'

) ) ) o i ® White OBlack O Hispanic
Hispanic children living with a parent whp
has never been married has risen steadily 32
. . . Growing variet
reaching 7% among white children and 18 famiﬁ/ typesy 24
anong Hispanic children in 2008. The 15
increase has been much more pronounge
. 0 ‘
among black c.hl-ldren._ By 2008, 41% of bl More single 70
children were living with a parent who had ~ women having 74
never been married. children 58
Blacks have mixed views about the chan Je&e: Hispanics are of any race. Whites and blacks include only non -
. . . Hi i
that have taken place in familture in shanics |
. PewResearchCenter
recent decades. Onlyiodeur blacks

(24%) say the growing variety in the types of

family arrangements is a bad thing, compared with a third (32%) of whites. However, blacks are highly crit
of the trend toward more single womendhéldirggn without a male partner to help raise them. Three

guarters of blacks (74%) say this trend is bad for society. Whites are equally disapproving of this trend (70
itds a bad t hisonmgyhahoravdeeptivég8%ttonsigernibad toirg). ar e

Overall, blacks are less satisfied with their family life than are white s6d@tdisplacics; compared
with 79% of whites and 73% of Hispanics, say they are very satisfied with their family life.

Marriage, Family and Socio -

Economic Status Share Married, by Educational At tainment

(%)
e
(]

Socieeconomic status can be measut
in a variety of ways, but one rough p
is educational attainment. Using this
yardstick, the Pew Research report f
that the growing marriage gap in this
country is aligned with a growing soc
economic gap.

e=me High school or less
Some college
O==College graduate or higher

80

ic

In 1960, college graduates (76%) we
only slightly more likely than those w
never attended college (72%) to mar
By 2008, only 48% of those with a hi
school diploma or less were married,
compared with 64% of college gradu
Recent analysis byPdnw Research

re so |
h
Y 40
ot

‘D\ZO

48

1960 1970
Note: Ages 18 and older.

Source: Pew Research Center calculations of Decennial Census and
a-tygrﬁerican Community Survey data

1980 1990 2000 2008

PewResearchCenter




Center showed that 2007 marked the first time thatdcokege young adults were more likely than those
without a college degree to have married by the'age of 30.

As a result of these changing marriage patterns, college graduabes anere likely than those without

a college degree to livaradiionall 950sstyle family. In 2008, 35% of college graduates were living with a
spouse and one or more children, compared with 23% of those with a high school edunation. The fallof
time in the percentage living in a more traditional family has been most dramatic among those with a high :
education. In 1960, high school graduates

(55%) were about as Ilk.el_y aS_ college Views on Marriage and Family by Age
graduates (53%) to be living in a househ :Jlg%)
with theirgouse and children.

. m1829 [@30-49 [50-64 165+
The Pew Research survey finds that colleg
graduates are among the most likely to reje a4
the notion that marriage is becoming Agree marriage is 41
obsolete: onB7%agree, while 71% becoming obsolete 34
disagree. Among those who have not gope 32
college, opinion is much revealy split:
44% agree marriage is becoming obsolete, 46
and 52% disagree. New family arrangements 35

are a good thing 28
The Generation Gap and Family 24
Change
44
Attitudes about changing faaldi@sffer Children don't need a 38
significantly by age. Younger Americans [ar mother and father to grow 35
much more open to the changes and moye P happlly 21
tolerant of alteative arrangements. In some
cases, the age divide falls between those w o 72
| Best marriage is one where
are younger than 50 and those who are 50  husband and wife both 63
older. In other areas, the youngest generat WObeOIT]L?L‘g care of 58
sometimes called the Millennials, stands ot 56
from all other age groups.
20

On the questiofiwhether or not marriage is ~ More gay/lesbian couples 11
becoming obsolete, those younger than 50 S0 SMfren i & 900d 10
(43%) are more likely than thgss0and 7
0Ider(33%)toagree. Note: 6 Don6t know/ Refuseddé response
The youngest adulenes 18 to2%re the PewhesearchCenter
“"For further analysis of trends in maalriafget mmdCeldlueqd i Manranl i a

7, 2010Http://pewsocialtrends.org/pubs/767/revesttiecollegenarriagealp.



http://pewsocialtrends.org/pubs/767/reversal-of-the-college-marriage-gap

most likely to favor a modern marriage, where both the husbandgobsmafedHanth take care of the
household and children, over the male breadwinner/female homemaker model that prevailed in the middle
the last century. More than seven (72%) say the former is a more satisfying way of life. Only 22% would
favor anarriage where the husband provides for the family and the wife takes care of the household and
children.

Young adults are also much more open to new family arrangements. Nearly half of those younger than 30
say the growing variety of familyemrants is a good thing. This compares with 35% of those ages 30 to 49
and fewer than thie¢en of those ages 50

and older. Partisan Gaps in Views of Family Trends
Young adults differ from their elders in tH effe saying increase in each is a bad thing for society
views about the best family arrangements -
children. Only about half agreeheitidea ERepublican ©Democrat O Independent
that a child needs both a mother and a fatr 83
to grow up happily, while 44% reject this Single women having q
notion. Older age groups tend to believe children 60
much more strongly in thepgasent ideal.
In addition, young people are among the , . 61
. . o Unmarried couples raising
supportive of gay and lesbigrles raising children 30
children. Of those younger than 30, 20% s: 42
this trend is a good thing. Among older age 63
groups, only about half as many agree. People living together 3
without being married
The Politics of Family Change 39
. oy 65
The g I’.ObN|I mgo C.)d’ Ie_\dl de Gay/lesbian couples raising 30
government is also evident irdatiand children
behaviors related to family. 40
For starters, Republicans and Democrats t . 45
o o Mothers of young children o8
to live in different types of families. Two working outside the home
thirds of Republica®ig%)are married, and 42
57% are married with children. Among 35
Democrats, only 45% are married (38% gart Women not ever having 27
. . . children
marriel with children). Democrats (9%) are 28
twice as likely as Republicans (4%) to be
- . 0 - - - 19
living Wl.th a partner without being mz?lrrled. People of different races ™
Among independents, 52% are married an marrying each other
48% are unmarried. 14
. Note: 0 Dondt know/ Refusedo response
Republicans and Democrats have much PewResearchCenter
different perspectives on the chiaaiges




have taken place in families over the past 50 years. Nearly half cf®@mdlitdamg owing variety of
family arrangements is a bad thing, while only
difference. Among Democrds%aplurality say the growing variety of family types is a good thing; only 17%
think this is a bad thing. An additional 35% s a
split: 33% say this is 3&59%oxay tihti ndgge 2w® smak @ t:

When asked about specific trends in society that have affected families, Republicans are consistently more
critical than Democrats. The biggest partisan gap is on the trend toward more gay and lesbian couples rais
children. By a better thantwone margin, more Republicans (65%) than Democrats (30%) say this trend is
bad for society. There are similarly large gaps in attitudes about more single women having children (83%
Republicans vs. 61% of Democrats sapdhifor society) and people living together without being married
(63% of Republicans vs. 32% of Democrats say this is bad for society).

Republicans also take a much more negative view than do Democrats of the trends toward more single wc
having ddren and more mothers of young children working outside the home. The partisan gap is somewh
smaller though still significant on the trends toward more women not ever having children and more interra
marriages.

In most cases, the views of indefseadecloser to those of Democrats than Republicans. There are two
exceptions. Independents are nearly as likely as Republicans to say more mothers of young children worki
outside the home is a bad thing. And when it comes to views on indgeatidiependents fall squarely

in the middle.

Republicans appear to have a stricter definition of family than do Democrats or independents. Survey
respondents were presented with a variety of family arrangements and asked if eacit. vas a family or n
maority of Democrats sagh of the arrangerfiefitsn a married mother and father with children, to an
unmarried couplenigitogether with no childrésa family. Replicans, on the other handehlretant to

ascribe family status to certain groups.

For example hen asked whether a gay or lesbian couple living together with one or more children is a famil
46% oRepublicans say, itienpared with 73% of Democrats. $imitakt 32% of Republicana gay

or lesbian couplerigytogether thino children is a family, 56% of Demodtagsssaye. And endour

Republicans, compared with more thafiiDreahocrats (54%), considehabiting couple with no children

to be a family.

Given the concern among Republicans about marigtaf trendsaffecting families, it is not surprising
that they have a less positive outlook than Democrats on the future of the family. Fewer Republicans (63%
Democrats (71%) say they are optimistic about the institution of marriage and the family.



Religion and the Family

In addition to partisanship, religiosity is

strongly linked to views on the family. Ad

ulfgews on Family Change by Attendance at

who attend religious services weekly or mét@ligious Services

often are much more resistant to the ney
arrangemeritsan arehbse who attend
religiouservices less often or never. For

example, among those who attend religiot

services at least once a week, 72% belig
child needs both a mother and a father t
grow up happily. This compares with 629
those who attend religious services mon
or aéw times a year and 44% of those w
seldom or never attend.

While a strong majority of the public favar:

modern marriage where the husband an
both have jobs and both take care of the
household and children, many regular ch
attendees still faaamore traditional

marriage. Among those who attend relig

yelo)

m Weekly or more ©Monthly or less O Seldom or never

D
A child needs both a 2
V' mother and father 62
n togrowup happily ‘ a4
0
Best marriage is one
th where husband 42
h works and wife 25
takes care of 20
home/children
r(
New family 45
d arrangements are a 23
bad thing 15
u

Note:0 Dondt know/ Refusedd

ous

services once a week or more often, 42% say

a marriage where the husband provides

more satisfying way of life. This mswpigh 2

who seldom or never attend.

It follows that those who attend religious

frequently share that opinion.

for the family and the wife takes care of the home and children is t
5% of those who attend religious services occasionally and 20%

services most often are among the most resistant to the growing
variety of family arrangements. Nearly halbf{i##xd%e who attend religious services weekly say the new
family arrangements are a bad thing. @nfnen@ 9%) of those who attend religious services less

response

PewResearchCenter




Comparing the U.S. and Europe

Americans have a unigagaes$hip with
marriage. Compared with most other westerr
nations, the U.S. has one of the highest marri
rates as well as one of the highest divorce rat
According to data compiled by the Organizatig
Economic Cooperation and Development (OE
there were more new marriages per 1,000 pe
in the U.S. in 2006 (7.4) than in any Europear
Union (EU) country, with the exception of Cyp
at a comparable tiffie. France and Italy, for
example, just 4.2 new marriages were formed
1,000 people 2005, and the rate was even low
in the Eastern European countries of Hungary
Bulgaria (3.9) and Slovenia (3.2).

Though divorce rates have leveled off in this

country, the U.S. continues to lead much of the

western world in this area as hwehhe mid

2000s, the number of divorces per 1,000 peoplgdn

the U.S. was considerably higher than the ave
for EU countries (3.7 vs. 2£The divorce rate

U.S. a Leader in Marriage and Divorce

mber of new marriages/divorces per 1,000

e?gople: 2005-2006

hn mU.S. o European Union
C
7.4
bp
4.9
ru 3.7
2.1

Y

er

(‘ Marriage rate Divorce rate

Note: EU marriage rate average excludes data from
Romania; EU divorce rate average excludes data from
Romania and Malta.

Source: Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD). Data for the U.S. are from 2006. Data
for. EU countries are from 2005, with the exception of

iage rates in Denmark and Ireland and divorce rates in
H-a@@ce and Germany, which are from 2006.

D

PewResearchCenter

was especially low in Italy, where there was fewer

than 1 divorce per 1,000 people (0.8cekrd G
rates of 2.2 and 2.3, respectively, while forme

product of lower marriage rates).

Cohabitation is less prevalent in the U.S. than in EU countries, especially those in Western Europe. Acco

ermany fell in the middle of the EU pack, with divorce
r Soviet republics Lithuania (3.4 divorces per 1,000 people) &
Latvia (3.3) had the highest divorc€Tratesme degree, of course, lovegcelirates in Europe are a by

to data from 2000 compiled by the OECD, 5.5% of American adultdceyesc?8 ooloabiting. By

comparison, 8.7% of adults ages 20 and older in Great Britain, 9.3% in the Netherlands, and 11.8% in Finl;
In some parts of Europe, however, particularly in the south a
east, calbiting is much less common. For instance, only 1.3% of adults ages 20 and older in Poland and 1
in Slovakia were cohabiting early in the decade. In Italy, only 2% were cohabiting in 2001 as were 3.3% in

were living with a partner early in the decade.

Spain and 4.1% in Porttigal.

120ECD datfar these yeatses not incledRomania. Comparative data are from 2005 with the exception of Denmark and Ireland which

are from 2006.

13 Data for most EU countries are from 2005; data for the U.S., France and Germany iz deorat2G0&rBge for the EU does not

include Maltor Romania.
14 Data for Finland are from 2000; data for Greattgrisetherl
Slovakia are from 2002.

ands, It@paiand Portugal are from 2001; data from Poland and




In his booKhe BrriagedRound Andr ew Cher |l in argues that Americ
divorce as well the siemn nature of their cohabiting relationships have all contributed to a great deal of
instability in family tfezor example, childii@ the U.S. are more likely than children in most western
European countries to live in a household withpamgnbnéccording to data from the U.S. Census

Bureau, 25% of American children age 14 or younger were living with only one jéepeirtc@0ge

of children living with one parent was slightly higher in Great Britain (30%) in 2007, buttydiua compiled
OECD suggests that the proportion was significantly lower throughout most of Western Europe. In France,
20% of children ageard younger were living __

with one parent, as were 18% in Germany, 8% in "¢ ©'0bal Appeal of Family Life
Spain and ltaly, and 5% in Finland. Fercent saying famly Is very Important n thelr

In spite of the turbulent nature of marriage in the
U.S., Americans are not willing to give up on the United States
institution. When asked in a 2006 Wors Valu Great Britain
Survey whether they agreed or disagreed that

94

93

marriage is an-giated institution, only 13% of i

Americans agreed. Nearly a third (32%) agreed sweden [N ©2
this statement in Spain, as did 20% in Germary spain [ o
18% in Italy. _

Wheq it comes to.the importance t}’fﬁf&nl. . France [ s
Americans value it at least as much as citizens ¢

other western nations. The 2006 World Values Germany | 52

Survey asked respondents how important family is in

their lifed 94% of Americans said fami|y is very Source: \_Nc_)rld Values Survey. Data for the U.S., France,

X i Great Britain, Sweden and Germany are from 2006; data for
important. Comparable proportions of respondenis and Finland are from 2005; data for Spain are from

in Great Britain (93%), Italy (93%) and Sweden 2007.

(92%) said family is very important in their life.| The

percentages were just slightly lower in Spain (89%),

Finland (87%), France (86%), and Germany (82%).

PewResearchCenter

5 AndrewCherlin,The MarriageRanindknopf, New YorR009.



Outcomes: Who Has the Most Satisfyi

ng Life?

Amd the growing variety of family
arrangements these days, one pattern i
clear: Married people are more satisfied
with their family lives than are unmarrie
people. Among married adults, 84% say
they are very satisfied with their family |
This compare#th 78% of those who are
widowed, 71% of those who are living w
a partner, 66% of those who are®single
only half of those who are divorced or
separated.

The presence of children in the househ(

S Family Life , Satisfaction and Marriage
% who say they are very satisifed with family life

fe Widowed _ 78
itt Living with a partner _ 71
Single* 66

[
o

Divorced/Separated

*Single includes those who have never been married and are not
)|d.1rrent|y living with a partner.

doesndt have a significant i mpact PolgearchConer

satisfactionitiv family life. Married adults

with childrerBg%)are not

significantly more satisfied thaL'\ Expectations vs. Reality

married adults without children Has your family life turned out

(81%). And among single peopl

who have never been married ®m About as you expected O Different than you expected

those with children (64%) and Al e ‘

those without children (67%) gre

equallyikely to say they are very

satisfied with their family life. All married

In addition to family type, race Married, no children

and ethnicity are correlated with ~ Married with chidiren

family life satisfactiblore

whites are highly satisfied with All unmarried 58 ‘

the_irff_a;nily li:imgj;/y Single, no children 43 ‘

Isil?:;r?idzjg%.c 164%) or Single with children 69 |
_ Cohabiting with children 67 |

Expectations Dlvorcedéiﬁg?éﬁted with - ‘

Life is full of surprisesnd

when itcomestofamilylife, Note: 0 Do rkthntow/ Ref usedd6 responses not s.how

PewResearchCenter

surprise correlates with family

8 Throughout thee p o r t referdts thosegnlimmeenever been married and are not currently living wittSag@&tossry for

more details.




stricture. Most adults living intkashtional family arrangements say their family life has turned out
differently than they esed, while most married adults say their family life has unfolded pretty much as they
expected it would.

Among those who are married, whether or not they have childreAprmby sixeir family life has

turned out about as they expectedg Amgle adults with no children (most of whom are younger than 30),
53% say their family I|ife has turned as they ex
Only 30% of them say their family life has turned out abouteatethelhexpast majority (69%) say things

have turned out differently than they expected. Similarly, among those who are living with a partner and ra
children, only 30% say their family life has turned out as they expected, compared witht63% Wwhe san i
different from what they expected.

Not surprisingly, the end of a marriage i s one
adults who are raising children s&g#hefamily life has turned out differently from whaicidey o
envisioned.

Public Knowledge of Demographic Change

Given the pervasive impact of family change-or -

American society, the public cannot help buf /@t the Public Knows about Key
Demographic Trends

aware of the broad trends of the past half ce

. o . Answered
However, their familiarity with some of the d¢ correctly
is limited. As part of our look at the changing s the percent of women with children %

American family, the Pew Research Center | younger than 3 who work at least part -time

closer to 60%, 40%, 20% or 5%?
conducted a separate survey to measure kn Correct answer: 60% 49
ofsome key indicators. Hasthe percentage of adults who are married

. gone up, gone down, or stayed the same
The results were mix@dughly half of the over the past 20 years?

respondentd6%)answered correctly that the Correct answer: gone down 46
perentage of American adults who are marri s the share of babies born to unmarried

: . mothers closer to 60%, 40%, 20% or 5%?
gone doyvn over the past 20 yea#m—t@ne_salld Correct answer: 40% 7
the marriage rate has gone up, 20% said it h

What is the average age when a man
stayed the same and 9¢ ad

first gets married?
. Correct answer: 28 7
The public was much less knowledgeable alf

Has the divorce rate gone up, gone down,

recent trends in divorcesta@ly 5% knew thal stayed the same over the past 20 years?

the divorce rate has actually gone down ove Correct answer: gone down 5
past 20 years. Nearlytvials (66%) believed t
divorce rate has gone up over the past two de
answer. The divorce rate dicsharply during the 1960s and 1970s, before leveling off and beginning to
decline.




The average age of first marriage has gone up gradually for both men and women. Respondents
underestimated the average age at which a man gets married theserdags. offexedduiia
respondents was 25; actually, the average is 28.

Answers to thabeeeguestions did not differ significantly by gender, race, age oHediasesion

when it came to questions about trends involving children, there werenoesj@cdi$srsome of

these demographic groups. Respondents were asked if they knew the share of babies currently born t
unmarried mothers. They were offered fouiapareswers: 60%, 40%, 208%0IRoughly a quarter

(27%) correctly answered 40%, atiteaguarter estimated that it was evei Bigfter

Nonwhites (40%) were more than twice as likely as whites (18%) to estimate that 60% of babies are b
to unmarried mothéféémong whites, 30% gave the correct answer, compared with 12% of blacks.

Fnally, the survey included a question about the percentage of women with children younger than 3 w
are working either full time or part time. Roughly half of the public (49%) gave theft60&et answer
Women (55%) were more likely than men (42%hitoagetwer correct. In addition, more whites

(52%) than nawhites (43%) correctly answered this question.

In the analysis of the knowledge emsswhite category includes blacks, Hispanics andwtiitsnon



Section 2: Marriage

About foum-ten Americans think that marriage

is on the rocks. No, not their marriage. The
institution of marriagyleresponse to the
guestion, oO0Some peopl
institution of marriage is becoming dbwtdete
you agr e esonnd&9% df susvayg r € «
respondents say they agree, while 58% dis
and 4% s &now.t hey don

Asfamilyhistoriariéhave oted,observations

about the fragility of marriage are as old an
universal as marriagefitseé ani ng t h
been around for thousands of years and per
virtuallyevery culture and corner of the globe,

Nevert hebeensasogtablée isecerd

decades in this country in the perception th
marriageds best days
same question was posed on a 1978 survey |
28% agreed with the prefis

No matter what one thinks aboutmhe t i t u
futuret her e 6 s unaditsgtak t i njg
contraction during the past half century. Some
72% of all adults in the United States were
married in 1960. By 2008, just 52% were.

Does tistrend line lead inevitably to
obsolecence? The notion that itadiasts
somestrange bedfellwthosevho are
contributing to the phenomenon (55% of
cohabiters} avell athose who are most likely to
be troubled by it (42% ofdedicribed
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conservatives).

183e, for example, Cootephani®larriage, a HistBgnguin Books, 2005. Pat2s 1

¥This 1978
2010 survey was 36%.
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The survey reveals other intriguing _ _
. Married 'S Never Married, t’L9t60 -2008

croscx urrents in theo/pu 1'T"cos "a | ttudes
about marriageor example, most 0)
Americans now embrace the ideal of ” CmmMartied Never married
gender equality between spouses. Th 72
mid20"cent ury 00z zi €|
marriagbetween a breadwinner 52
husband and a homemaker wife is no w0 |
seen as the preferred model B@just 27
of the public; soB2% say that 20 | 15
marriages are better when husbands
wives both have jobs and both share 0
responsibility for the hbotdand 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2008
kids. Note: Ages 18 and older.

. . Source: Pew Research Center calculations of Decennial Census and
Even as public opinion embraces the american community Survey data
ideal of spousal equéldyeverit PewResearchCenter
st i | giverhughe seéntilyg
contradictomyotion hat mefin far more than
women need_to be good providers in order ﬂoWhy Get Married? By Marital Status
be good marriage prospectsthitle ofurvey | | . . . .

) o % saying this is a overy
respondenggy this about men, while just one marry
third say it about women.
| Married oUnmarried
But comes now another wrinkle. To hear the o3
publictelljt f i nanci al sectl Love HM
important to marriagesked to evaluate the
reasons they got married, married respondent  \aking a lifelong 87
place the greatest value on love (93% say this commitment 74
very important reason), followed by making a
81

lifelong commitment (87%), conopahip
(81%), having children (59%), and, at the bo
of the list, financial stability (31%). Uedharr
adults order tiheasorthe same wasnen asked
to evaluate wthey would consider getting
married.

The ptency of tHak between love and

mariage is relatively new in the sweep of humi

historji and, in the view of some historians,

Companionship

|

Having children

!

31

Financial stability
30

N

e: Asked of married and unmarried separatel y, n=1,306 for
married and 1,385 for unmarried.
A

PewResearchCenter
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several millenngconomigecuritywas theine qua rafrmarriage. The institution thagad efficientay

to divide labor, allocate resources, propagate the species and ensure that someone will take care of you w
you get oldDnly in recent centuries haveatameutual seftilfillmentome to occupy cestagén the

grand marital barg&ntasthete nds of the past half century atte
institution built on love will prove as durable as one built on economic security.

Less Money, Less Marriage

If economisecurity is no longer a key reason people makyofdueteomisecurity nonetheless appears
to be a key reason pabmegednarried. As notedhe overviewtbis report;,0years ago there was
virtually no difference by sectmomic status in the proclivity to: édbyof college graduatds/a% of
adults who did not attend college were marriedBy 2968, that small gap had widened to 84%asm:
of college graduates were married, compared with just 48% of those witHiplbig@stdssbluring

this same period, the inagapebetween the veeluicated and the-éshscatéd and between the rich and
poori alsavidened substanti&lly.

The 2010 Pew Research survahpdinaisiong the unmarried, there significardifferences by education

or income in the desire to getadajust under half of the college educated (46%) and those who have a high
school diploma or less (44%) would like to get married.rbikghssimilar shares of the unmarried who

earn above and below $100,000 a year would like to marry.

But thesurvey also finds thatless education and income people have, the more likely they are to say that in
order to be a good marriage prospect, a persemibheisd support a family finantakign together,
thesdindingsuggest that thasth less income and education are aydtimignarriag®tbecause they

d o wautthe institution or aspire teeiefits, but because they may doubt that they (or a potential spouse)
can meet the standards they impose on marriage.

The Upsides of Marriage

Not all of the survey findings are
harbingers of gloom and doom for th
institution of marriage. Even among

Do You Want to Get Married?
%ofunmar ri ed saying ¢é

h t fl ied ti Living Divorced/
whao are not currently married, getiin All w/partner Single Widowed
hitched continues to have appeal. A
plurality of 46% tifose who are not Want to marry 46 64 58 22
married say they wouldtbkaarry, N

. . Dondt want t o25mar f6y 12 46
while thre@n-ten (29%) say they are 1
sureJuston@-f ou r say t | Notsure if want to marry 29 19 29 32
to marry. DK/Refused (VOL.) 1 1 * 1
Moreover, marriage may have been (n=1,302) (n=206) (n=631) (n=465)

prevalent a generation ago, but mos

A5ee for instance O0OChanges in Income Inequality across the U.



married or cohabiting respondents today_ _ _ .
. . . . Easier for Single or Easier for Married?
believe their own relationship &x@sp . . . ;
% saying it s &

favorably wsom&bl% hei r A2arant ca
sa)they have a closer relationship with B Easier for single O Easier for married No Diff.
their spouse or partr?er.than their parent: Raise afamily 2 - 19
had with each othehjle just 5%
characterize their own relationship as lg« Have afulfiling sex life 49
close. The remairiddB%h say there is N

] Be financially secure 50
no diffenece.

o ] ] Find happiness 62
A majority of adults believe that in many
key realms of fifsuch as finding Have social status 64
hap.plness,. gett|~ng ahead in a caree[ O Getahead in a career -
having social sthtust doe s n ot
difference whether a person is married or

. .Note: 0 Depends on the persono6 espdnses D

single. However, among those who belieyenot shown.
it doesiake a difference, most say that PewResearchCenter

being marrieddstter.

For example, when it comes to being financially secure, 35% of respondents believe this is easier to do as
married person, while 11% say it is easier for a singletmismniandhkes riffedence. Similar patterns

emerge for having a fulfilling sexual life, finding happiness and havintheowial statiess from this

pattern are raising a family (fully 77% say this is easier for a married person) amd gateegighead

14% say this is easier for a married person, compared with 24% who say it is easier for a single person).

Finally, a classic question about love was posed in the survey: Do you agree or disagree that there is only
true love for each person? Nlesagn-ten (28%) Americans agvlde 69% disagree. Among the

minority who believe in just one true7/Beesay in response to a folgpvquestidnthatt hey dve f oun
theis. Axd amontiposen thsgroupwvho are marrie@6% say thi@wfoeind theifis meaning that virtually

all are either deeply committed or very careful with their words.

The remainder of this chapter examines all of these questions in depth and explores the demographic patt:
attitudes and behaviors related to marriage.



Is Mariage Becoming Obsolete?

Itds no s mal | -inteh (39%)
Ameri cans agree that
social institution is becoming obsolete.
Nonetheless, this finding needs to be interpr
with caution.

Forone thing) b e c obnsionlge toe 6 i
same as WbhenleWall atues. ¢
Survey posed a similar questior th&0@dsed
amorestarkyode d f or mul at i
an outdated institufioa gr ee o rjusd i
13%o0f American respondents agreed.

In addion,respondents who doubt the durabi
of marriage appear to include a mix of those
are comfortable with the change and those V
are troubled by it.

Among the demographic groups most likely
agree that marriage is becoming obsolete ar
yound44% of 180 29yearolds say this),

blacks (44%), those who have a high school
diplomar less (45%) and those whose annu

income is less than $30,000 (48%). All of thes

groups are less likely than their demographi
opposites (older, white, cokdgeated, higher
income) to be marfiednd thus their judgment
could well be shaped to some degree by the

I | £
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experiences.

These differences come into sharper focus lwbks gpecificallyae spondent s 0

u

married adulsgree that marriageeisomingbsolete, compared with 46% of all unmarrie8gduttisall
single parents and 62% of all cohabiting (but unmarried) parents.

But itds not just th

ose who ar e | theimstiugiondsu

t

r

mar i

al
becoming obsolete. Some 42%ads®ibed conservatives (compared with 38% of liberals and 34% of

ng

t al

moderates) say the Baeeen though conservatives are less likely than moderates or liberals to have ever
cohabited. They are alsmtst likely of the three ideology groups to say that the growing variety in family

arrangements is a bad thing.

t e



Gender Roles; Family Finances

When it comés attitudes about hepouss
should divide responsibilities, social norms hat@anging Gender Norms in Marriage
change®ack i1977 survey respondents were % saying marriages work better whe n &
nearlequally divided between those who said ®m Husband provides/wife takes care of the house
marriages are more satisfying when the husp: and children

earns an incoaral the wife takes care of the | @Husband and wife both have jobs/both take
houseoldand children (43%) and those who se  ©a'€ ©f the house and children
marriages work best when both spavsgsbs
and both take care of the Inaldaed children 43
(48%). 30

62

48

By 2010, public opinion shifted heavily in favo
the duahcoméshared homemaker model, with
survey respondents favoring this template by
to 30% over the arrangethattvas muctora 1977 2010

prevalent half a century ago. Note: 0 Doesndét make a differenced
responses are not shown.

No major subgroup of survey respondents faverngce: 1977 survey is from CBS/NY Times Poll, Oct 2326,
. N=1,603
theoldemodel, but some are more disposed|that

way than others. For example, 42% of self
described conservatives, 42% of Republicans and 37% of adults agesttb aadibtel say

arrangement will lead to more satisfying lives.

J

PewResearch(enter

Also, slightly more men (33%) than women (26%) feel this way. And the married (35%) are more inclined t
the unmarried (24%) to say this.

Despite t hprefgrende fthe tofearnegshared momemaker marriageutirel i ¢ hasndt
abandoned the ideant®st and womplay different roles imarriagendeedwhen it comesdwaluating

the earning power of future ntatepublistill has one standard for prospestihantis and a different one

for future wives



Askedhowimportant it is for a man to be able
support a family financilig wants to get

marriedfully67%of the public séyso v e r y
importantBut when the same question is as
about a womgust 33% say it is very importa

There are some differences by gender in the
responses, but they do not alter the basic pa
Among male respondéiti¥say a man who is
about to marry must be able to support a fan
while just 27% say theesalout a woman
Among female respondents, 64% say that a
man and 39% about a woman.

t

0
What Kind of Marriage Is More Satisfying?
%

otraditional 6

Al [ 30

= E
Women - 26

.
B 0
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B o
.

College - 23
Some college - 34
HS or less - 32

.
B s
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saying

18-29
30-49
50-64

65+

White
Black
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Rep
Dem
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Conservative

Moderate
Liberal

Protestant
Catholic

B o
s

-
.

Unaffiliated

Bl s

Married _ 35
Unmarried - 24

Note: Hispanicsare of any race. Whites and blacks include only
non-Hispanics.

Question wording: What kind of marriage do you think is the
more satisfying way of life? One where the husband provides
for the family and the wife takes care of the house and

children, or one where the husband and wife both have jobs
and both take care of the house and children.

PewResearchCenter
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Race and Marriage

There are larger differences on this question by B8%ofhlick respondents (compared with 62% of
whites and 77% of Hispanic$)agay brder to be ready for marriage, a man must be able to support a family
financially. Likewise, 50% of black respondents (compared with 47% of Hispanics and 28% of whites) say

woman must be able to support a family financially in orddy tobmagriage.

To Be Ready for Marriage, How Important To be Ready for Marriage, How Important is
Is It that a Man Be a Good Provider? It that a Woman Be a Good Provider?
% saying overy importan % saying overy important
women | o+ women NN 39
Married _ 64 Married - 27
Unmarried _ 70 Unmarried _ 41
Some college _ 68 Some college - 28
s7sc+ I o s7ce [ 20
50374 [ 67 ssoks74k [ 21
s3oks4ok [ o0 s3oks4ok [N 33
Note: Based on Form2, n=1,364. Hispanics are of any race. Note: Based on Form1, n=1,327. Hispanics are of any race.
Whites and blacks include only non-Hispanics. Whites and blacks include only non-Hispanics.
PewResearchCenter PewResearchCenter

In short, blacks are the r@ajmost inclined to consider financial security a prerequisite to marriage. But,

owing to their relatively low median income, many blacks do not meet that bar.




Share of Never Married, by Race and Ethnicity,
1960-2008

(%)
50 r e=Omm \\/hite Black Hispanic 24
40 36
34
30 t 29
23
20 | 17 20
10 | 14
0
1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2008

Note: Ages 18 and older. Hispanics are of any race. Whites and
blacks include only non-Hispanics.

Source: Pew Research Center calculations of Decennial Census and
American Community Survey data

PewResearchCenter

Share of Never Married, by Education,

1960-2008
(%)
50 - e==mHS or less Some college College grad
40
32

30 |

22 /9
20 F18

J_—-‘/” 21

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2008

Note: Ages 18 and older.

Source: Pew Research Center calculations of Decennial Census and
American Community Survey data

PewResearchCenter

The rates of marriage in thie ed@emunity reflect this mismatch. Fewer ti@rdasfeadult blacks (32%)

are currently married, compared with half of Hispanics and 56% of whites, accordireutd&ansus Bure

On the flip sidé4% of blacks have never been married, comparkyd28%h of whites. The racial

marriage gap did not used to be this wide. In 1960, 17% of adult blacks and 14% of adult whites were neve

married a gap of just 3 percentage points.

Asimilar patterapplies teducatioand marriage. College graduataerarkkely than those without a

college degree to be married these days (64% vs. around 50%). Looking at the share of those who have n
married, about otierd 382%) of adults with some college education and 29% of those with a high school

educatioar less have never married, compared with just 21% of adults with a college education. Half a cent
ago, the reverse was true: college graduates were more likely than adults with a high school diploma or les

have never been married (18% vs.13%).




What Makes a Good Partner?

When survey respondents were asked to

evaluate a battery of traits that make for @ood Husband/Good Wife

goodspousepa r t ner , Opr pviadyednNgat hyioso d squalityovery
i ncomeo6 was the on B Good husband/partner h at
generated large differences depending c 5 Good wife/partner
whether the inquiry ahsut a husband g

a wife. Good father/mother — 9%

=

Overall, these responses are more notgl
for how closely t
the two gender roles are aligned. For o
husbands (or male partners) and wives

Puts his/her family — 82
female partners), the three qualities mos ~ Pefore anything else 74

widelycitedsa bei ng overy 48
being a good parent, being caring and| ~ ©°0d sexual partner : 48

compassionaaad put i n g fanoily e 6

. | a1
before anythietse. Nearly thrgearters Provides a good 5

Caring and
compassionate

=

ons of

tn

[£,)

or more say each of these traits is very

important to being a good spouse or well educated 3369

partner.

Next comeseing good sexual partner Good at household ! 32
chores 28

nearly hatif Americans (48%) thig is

a very important quality for a good partn
be it a husband or a wife Note: Based on two questions, one about good husband or

) partner (Form1, n=1,327), another about good wife or partner
. . . (Form2, n=1,364).

The public hasrydifferenevaluations
forhusbands and wives when it comeslta
providing a good income. Aloostn-
tenadultg41%) think this aery important quality for a ¢pusthand or partner, compared with less than

half that share (19%) who think this quality is very important for a good wife.

PewResearchCenter

Of all the traits tested, being good at household kdvaresmgrthe lowest in importance. Only about
threein-ten respondents say this is very important for a man (32%) or a woman (28%).



Men and woméargely agree on the most important qualities in a spouse, be it male or female. But there are

significardifferences by race.

On most of the traits teddatks aldli spani cs are more disposed
What Makes a Good Husband/Partner? What Makes a Good Wife/Partner?
% saying this is a ove % saying this is a ove
mWhite OBlack = Hispanic m White OBlack = Hispanic
92 88
Good father 98 Good mother 97
95 94
Good sexual partner 55 Good sexual partner 59
58 59
35 30
Provides a good income 67 Well educated 66
50 57
28 20
Well educated 54 Good at household 47
chores
55 45
Good at h hold 24 12
ood at househo . .
chores 49 Provides a good income 40
54 34
Note: Based on Form2, n=1,364. Hispanics are of any
Note: Based on Form1, n=1,327. Hispanics are of any race. Whites and blacks include only non -Hispanics.
race. Whites and blacks include only non -Hispanics. PewResearchCenter
PewResearchCenter
i mportant. 6 On several traits,

t han

these difference

twice as likely as whites to say it is very important that a spouse (be it a man or a woman) be well educatec
good at househcihdres and provide a gumme (at least for a wonhMinprities are also more inclined

than whites to say it is very iamdfat a spouse be a goodpsekuad, and blacks are sligbtlg likely

to say it is very important for a spouse to be a good parent.

Educatiomat t er s s o me wh a twhat makgsgoodpartaed, although @swnspacaibdifferent
dending on whether the spoukesbanar awife. Those widthigh school education or less are more

|l i kely than coll ege graduat8wand good eavt Opowosyelkdels
(42% v22%) as very important for alyeglzhnd. On the lisywélities forgnod wife, people with less

education are mbkelythamotherdo say it is importdmat shput her family before anything else, be good

at household chores and provide a good income.



Love and Marriage

Loves thdeadingeasopeople cite for getting

married and this is true both among those w
are married (93% say it is very important) an
those who arendot (814

A majority of the public also considers sever
other traits to be very importauttwhen
respondents who
more than one trait were asked to state the 1
important reason for marriag®jerity (54%)
said love, followed by making a lifelong
commitment (21%), companionship (11%),
having childré¢b%o) ad financial stability (2%).

There are differences by income, education,
gender arfdmily status in many of these
evaluations. Fomaenple, gople with less
education and lower income are more likely
viewo f i nanc i avéryimporgat i | i
reasofor gettingnarriedr being married

ans wi

Why Get Married? By Marital Status

h ) . . .
d% saying this is a overy
( B Married O Unmarried
93

al Love

84

Marking a lifelong g7 1 O

mn commitment 74

81

Companionship

|

Having children 4

|

31

Financial stability
30

1

tc

tNoye: Asked@f warried and unmarried separately, n=1,306 for
married and 1,385 for unmarried.

PewResearchCenter

About foum-tenpeopl€38%)with ahigh
school education or $asnancial stability is

veryimportant, compared with 21% of collegs
graduates and 29% of those with some colle
education. Similarly%gldf thosehoséamily
incomasless than $800 a yeaay that
financial stability is very important, compare
with 32% ofvhosdéamily inconisbetween
$30000 and $49,999, abhdut onquarteof
thosevhoséamily inconmise$5Q000 a year or
higler.

Race and ethnicity also play a role in what p
value in marriage. Whites and Hispanics are
somewhamore likely than blacks to say love

very important reason to get married. Hispar
are more likely thiweother two groups to say
that hawag children is very important (62% vs
51%). Ad whildnalf of blacks and 46% of

2 Why Marry? Some Racial/Ethnic
geifferences

% saying drmy si mporat amwnvt 6

® White O Black = Hispanic
y 90
Love 83
| 92
51
Having children 51
e 62
25
S Financial stability 50
i 46

Note: Based on combined responses from both married and
unmarried. Hispanics are of any race. Whites and blacks
include only non-Hispanics.

PewResearchCenter

Hispanics say that financial stahilgyyis




important reastmmarrypnly a quarter of whigag the same.

Among the currentigmarried, those who are divorcefdarated paotore emphasin

commi t ment o

Men and women diffdy slightly in tlse evaluatiohden areomewhaore likely than women to view
companionship as very importanatrt@mg€r6% vs69%).They aralso more likely than women to say that

financial stability is a very important reason to get mansetBea3%

Married or Single i Which Is Better?

omaki
a n d dosfngles ar thasbodive wishfzeatriei. Eighittten divotcdes n
think making a lifelong commitment is a very important reason to get married, abotperesinith
ten intheother two groups. In addition, nearkinfeendivorcees (37%) viiwancial stability as a very
important reastor getting married, compax@ti 22% of those who live with a panie27% of singles.

A majority of the public thinksithatany
real ms of | ife, i
difference if a person is married or sing
About skin-ten say this abbaving social
status (64%), finding happinesy468%
getting ahead in a career (57%). Aboulf
of the public thi
differenct being financially secure (50
or having a fulfilling sex life (49%). The
one area where the public finds a big
difference is raising a familythin®ait is
easier for a married person to raise a
familywhile jusk% say it is eador a
single person to doasw 19% say it
doesnd6t make a di

t Eagles fer Sing® or Eanlar koeMargedls
"é/_o saying it is é

® Easier for single O Easier for married

f Raise a family 2 77

N Havea fulfilling sex life
7

Be financially secure

Find happiness
Have social status

Get ahead in a career

Among the minority who say marital st

atus

No Diff.

19

49

50

62

64

57

% 6 tdred peDsmdht know/ Rd
fl\toterz%ogDC%I%ee des. ono t p
are not shown.

PewResearchCenter

doesake a difference, most think being

married ipreferable for all realms, except for getting ahead.i®a tairequestiqueople say being

single is preferald% to 14%

a



There arsomegender differenceviews on

these questions. Men are much more likely |

women to say that éasier for a married pers
to find happiness (38% vs. 22éh) aralso
more likely than women to say it is easier fo
married person to raise a family (804846)s.
have social status (25%896) and get ahead i
a career (19% 16%).

Men aresomore likely than women to say th
it is easier for a single person to be financial
secur€l6% vs/%) and have a fulfilling sex lif
(9% vs5%). Note that exceptrimising a
family, the differencéedhere are based on th
viewsheldby a miority ofeach gender. The
majority of both men and women say there i
difference between being married or single i
most of the realms tested.

Marital experience also makes a difference in

these judgments. People who are currently
married or who haverbeemarried say it is
easier for a married person in five of the six
realms tested.

hEasier for Married or Easier for
%9 Gender

Pry, saying it is
Easier for a married person to

-

mMen

Raise a family

|

Single?

é

OWomen

80
74

al
ly

Find happiness

A

e Have social status 25
18
e 19

Get ahead in a career

m

S Egsier for a single person to

=

Be financially secure

-

©

Have a fulfilling sex
life

=

38
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Adults who have never been married s

being single is preferable to being mary

when it comes to gettingdaimea career
(32% vs.%). Other differences are
minimal. In fact, the never married are
more likely than the ever married to sa|
that marital status makekfif@wencto
having a fulfilling sexua(3iféo vs. 47%)
or to findingappiness (69% vs. 59%).

They are also more likely than the ever

marriedo say being single or married
doesndt make a di
(27% vs. 16%).

RaceSomé2%of whites say it is easier
for a married person to raise a,family
comparedith64% oblacks and 68% of
Hispang The two minority groups are
mote likelythan whitee sayhat when it
comes to raising a family, & & nttért

if you arsingle or married.

Whites are mareclinedhan blacks to sa
it is easier for a married person to be
financially secure (37980%), find
happiness (32%6 21%) and have social

i . . . .
)é sier for Married or Easier for Single?
Marriage Experi ence

% saying it is

Easier for a married person to

é

® Ever married O Never married

79

Raise a family 9

|

41

1

Have a fulfilling sex life
Be financially secure
Find happiness
Have social status

Get ahead in a career
ﬁ.'aéier for a single person to

Get ahead in a career

Have social status

[EnY
(o]

|
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status (23% \€%).Though the shares

ami |

are smalimore blacks thahitesay it is easier for a single person to find happine8%dHdith vave
saial status (15% vs. 9%). Hispamite anodikelyof any racial or ethgroupo say it is easier for a

single person to be financially secure (

18%), edthpésedwhites and 11% of blacks.

Age The advantages of being married versus being single are viewed somewhat diitédéffitiseby people
ages, especiallytiree areagtting ahead in a career, having social status and having a fulfilling sex life.
Younger people are more likely tioesayaspirations are easier téofudfilingle persamjleolder
people are more likely to say it is easmafded person to achieve these goals. For exanople, about
third of 18to 29yearolds (34%) say it is easier for a single person to get aheadhilenjest8&6,0f

those ages&&d older agree



To Marry or Not to Marry?

Among all curréghunmarrieddults,
abouhalf (46%) want to get mayried
29% arenotsaend 25% do
marry.

Do You Want to Get Married?
% of unmarried saying &

Living Divorced/
All w/partner Single Widowed

But these shares change markedly

depending on the circumstances of t
unmarried. The desire to marryismy Dondét want t o25mar 6y 12 46
more prevalent among tivbeare

Want to marry 46 64 58 22

Not sure if want to marry 29 19 29 32
singl€58%) and those who are living
with a partner (64%) than it is among D/Refused (VOL.) ! ! !
those whare divorcéd29%)or (=1,302) (n=206) (n=631) (n=465)

widowed8%).

Having children makes a diffeteac&lnmarriealdultsvho do not have children are more likely than those
whohave childréo say thayant to get married (58% vs. 3B8€)e are aldidferences among unmarried
parentsOnly 27% of divorced parents want to get married, compared siin-texasfycohabiting

parents ar®% of sing{aeveimarried) parents.

Regardlesswvafietier they ardivorceadr widowed, men are more likely than women to say that they want to
get married again. Almmethird(32%)of divorced or widowed men saylicethe share of thiemale
counterparts (16%).

After the End of a Marriage, More Men than
The youngest generation has tigestrdesire | Women Want to Try Again

to marrya reflection of their stage ilif¢he % sayingée
cycle About sevean-ten (69%)inmarried 18
29yearolds say that they want to get married,

B Want to marry ©Don't want to marry CONot sure

compared with 44%tafse who are ag@® Al divorced/widowed i -

49,31% ofthose who ab6to 64 and 6% of

thosaevho are 65 or older. There are no

significant gender differences in marriage

. . . . . Men 31 38
intention among tWélenniabeneation (18to

29yeatolds3. Women 54 29
Geographic region matters to marriage intentiQhte: s ponst know/ Refusedoé respon
Theunmarrie(hever married or Cohalt)iters PewResearchCenter

living in th&uthare most likely to say they want
to get married (71%), compartdtpeople who live in #aest (49%), thWest (53%) and the Midwest
(60%).

2Excludes those who are separated in this case.



How Cl ose Are Today

0

Nn-t
T

s Marriages?
O

Human beings have been known on occasi
view the past through-mseredjlasses. But
this survey found no tendencies of that sort
respondents were askedrtgpare their own
relationshiwith that of their parents.

About half (51%) of all respondents who are
married or cohabiting with a partner say thei
relationship eoser than that of their parents,
while43% say it is about the same aB#only

say it is less close.

Married respondents compare their relations
somewhanore favorably with that of their
parents (52% closer; 4% less close) than do
cohabiting respmients (43% closer; 13% less
close).

Not surprisingly, even bigger differences em
when controlling for the marital and divorce
history of rAmwmmaonarded n
or cohabiting respondents whose parents
divorced, fully 76% say their retdtip is closer
t han t h @&mangtipesersamet s 6 .
respondents whose parents were married, ju
46% say their relationship is closer.

Morewomen thamen (55% vs. 46%) describe

I's Your
vfens ay i ng
m Closer

All

Men
Women

White
Black
h Hispanic
Married
Living w/partner

Parents married

el Parents divorced
East

Midwest

South

West

onlynon-Hi spani cs.

shown.

ar

Mar ri
it

a
i s

OLess close

é

Cl os €

ge

O Same

o0Don

6t know/ Re
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their marital or cohabiting relationship as clo
than that of their pasen

Tl



Divorce

The declining share of Americans who are
currently married is fueled in large part by Trend in Divorce Rate, 1960 -2007
two big trends: the rise in the median agg Nfmber of divorces per 1,000 population
first marriage and the increased prevalenc 6
divorce. While the spike in divorce is
commonly associatét the turbulent
decades of the 1960s and 1970s, divorc
in this country rose more or less steadily
from 1860 to 1950. This trend was reverse
only temporarily during the 1950s. Then| 2 F 22
after 1960, divorce rates rose sHaifig
divorce rate pedka 1979 and has declined
since that time. 0

5 F

(42

4 r 3.6

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2007

19%

The reasons for the sharp increase in th

. i Note: 2007 is preliminary data .
divorce rate in the 1960s and 1970s have Source: Statistical Abstract of the United States: 2 010 U.S.
been the source of great debate. Some| Department of Commerce, October 2009
scholars attribute it, at least in part, to th
changing role ofswomen (T nctuding Womendo
participation in the labor force), the sexual revolution and the rise of no¥ault divorces.

PewResearchCenter

)

There are various ways of measuring the rate of divorce. One standard approach is to look at the number
divorces per 1,000 people. Using this measufethgofakoff in divorce from 1980 to the present reflects

the simultaneous decline in marriage. Another way to look at divorce is as a share of marriages. And yet

another way is to look at the likelihood of divorce by age cohort. Using eitbasuiethese see an

increase in the rate of divorce beginning in 1960 and a decline in the number of divorces from 1980 onwar

Divorce is never a happy optionostitAmnericans beligv& sometimes the only answer. In a 2007 Pew
Research Centawvsy, 58% of the public said divorce is preferable to maintaining an unhappy marriage; 38%
said divorce should be avoided except in extreme situations. An even bigger majority said divorce is some
the best solution when children are involvettirdsnG7%) said in a marriage where the parents are very
unhappy with each other, the children are better off if their parents get divorced. Only 19% said the childre
are better off if the parents stay together.

ZSee Andrew Cherlifarrige, Divorce, Remartiagiridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1992.
%See Betsey Stevenson and Justin Wol f e dosrpal obBdenoniiciParsfmécAtasn d Di v o1
No. 2, Spring 2007.



Only One True Love?

Throughout humastbry, romantics, poets,
balladeers and songwriters have celebrated |tf&"ly ©One True Love for Each Person?
idea that theredés juULMOoBKE true love for
soul. Do everyday Americans agree? Al D 28
Well,28%do. But 69% do not. ven [ 31
Views about one true love do not correlate wit women [ 26
marital states with age. white [ 2
However, men (31%pa bitmorelikely than  Black B 52
women (26%) to say that every person has or Hispanic [ 47
one true lovand Hispasi@7%) and blacks College [l 19
(32%) are more likely than whites (2486) to Some college [l 25
this way. HSorless [N 37
Educatiomatters, too: those with a college s75k+ [ 26
degree are only half as likely as those with a I $50K-$74K
school diploma or less to say everyone has ju $30K-$49K
true love (19% vs. 37%). LT $30K
Conservativéd2%)are more likely to sag th Conservative
than moderates (24@atholic€38%) are more Moderate
likely than Protestai38%) othose who are Liberal
unaffiliated (17%) to say they believe in just oI Protestant
true love. Catholic
Unaffiliated
The Pew Research survey posed-agollow
guestion to the respondents who say they beli Single parent
in just one true | oV« Divorced parent u
or Neatly®btinten (79%3ay they have. Married parent [ 30
These responses correlate both with age and ~ Living wipartner parent [ 30
marriage. Note: Hispanics are of any race. Whites and blacks include only
non-Hispanics.
Among those who say |[thereds onl y 0OPewResearchCenter €
for each person, about half &b 29yeasolds
say t hey 0(W48)compareddvitht hei r s
ninein-ten adults ages 50 and older.
Mearime,fully96% f mar ri ed adults who believe 1in

with 61% of all unmarried adults and 79% of cohabiters.

every

nd

onl vy

you

ove



Section 3: Family

Whatdefinea familyTheportraitof theAmerican family circa 2016sthere it always fmagith mom,

pop and the kids. B family album now also includes other ensembles. Foosk@m@Eeacans say a
single parent raising a child is a famildp. They
they have to be of the opposite sex.

In an effort to explore these definitionalvhat Is a Family?
boundaries, the Pew Research survey?¢ saying this is e
asked respondents whether they m a family B not a family
considered eacltheffollowingeven
living arrangements to be a family: a) Married couple
. . . w/children

married couple raising omeae
children; a married couple with no Married couple

. . . w/o children
children; a single parent raising at leps

. . Single parent

one child; an unmarried man and wan wychildren
raising at least one child; a gay or lesk unmarried couple
couple with children; a saexecouple | W/children
without children; and an unmarried, | Samesex couple

) o w/children
childless mand woman who are living

2
-~

Samesex couple

terther- w/o children
. Unmarried couple
0
Virtually aII.respondentsf (99 @) agre_e. wio children
that a married couple with children fit i..
Note: 0 Dondt know/ Refusedod6 responses 4

their definition of famlly' Questi on Asreadiyouag list obdifferent arrangements, please

L tell me whether you consider each to be a family or not. ¢
But other living arrangements have

joined the traditional family unit in the
publ i cds ¢ onNealpnire-tem Americans (886 san al clyildless married couple is a family,
and nearly as many say a single parent raising at least one child (86%) and an unmarried couple with chilc
(80%) are families. A smaller majority say a gay or lesbaasingapleast one child is a family (63%).

PewResearchCenter

The public is less willing to sayssara@d unmarried heterosexual couples without childfieciged full

families. More than fouten say a gay or lesbian couple living together withoutaclaitdigr(46%),

while a larger proportion (52%) disagrees. The public also tilts negative when asked if a man and woman v
|l ive together but dondt have children are a of a

The survey questionnaire expl@debundaries of family in anoth@rbyaasking people how obligated

they would feel to help out various relatives in times of need. The responses line up in a predictable hierart
People feel much more obligated to help out (with financialrassistavicsy) a parent or a grown child

than a stepparent or half sibling. But despite these differences, the sense of obligation flows more readily t
of the relatives on t heugdestiggthateveraas famiylfecdbrorers t o 0Oy
varied, family connectiaind in ways that friendships do not.



Responses to other survey questions also attest to the ov

importance of family. Thyearters of all adults say their fam 3)'\9

the oOmost
proportion say they are very satisfied with their home lives

Nearly half of the public say their family life has turned out
much like they expected it would be. But almost as many
say their home life has taken an tewxpec For some, this
means a family life that is even better than they imagined.
larger share, their expectations have been undermined by
the premature death of a spouse or other blows.

The remainder of this section will exarsmeulestions in
greater detail. Additional questions that measure other vie
family life also will be reported and analyzed by family typg
other relevant demographic characteristics.

Demographic Differences in Definition of Family

Virtually evenmyajor demographic group agrees that a marr
couple with or without children falls within their definition

i mp olivéesaandtad eqeal e me| n

i

sTarching
w Important Is Family in
Your Life?

t he

1n i .
%say ng f l'y is

ami
- their lives
[ The most
4 important
E

. Not One of the
important/ most

W Dicref important

280 sti on woichdftheg: o

followin g statements best describes

how important your family is to you at

this time : t he most important element

of my life , one of the most important

elements, but not the most impo rtant,
eE]otan i mportant el em

PewResearchCenter

family. Demographic differences, particularly by age, begin-to

emerge when respondents are asked whether a single parent living whiicaisieafstroie Even larger

gaps open up when the subject turns to other less commo

Different generations define families differently. The generation of Americans who came of age in the early
1950s watching Ozzie and Harrtetioblackndwhite televisighnsadults 65 and ofileare consistently

hort of meeting their definition of family. Even
those in the nenttdest generation of aduti®se between the agé8 ahd 64, the bulk of the Baby Boom

p to see these arrangements as a family.

more likely to say that-traditional living arrangements fall s

generatign are significantly more likely than this older grou

The difference between older adults and every other gene
if asingle parent raising a child is a family. Majorities of all

ages 18 to 28d th81% of adults agégo 49vho feel the sam

Doubledigit differences between the views of older Americans and other age groups emerge on every othe
0 20 percentage points oonuwetsvhen resp

nontraditional family arrangement tested. The gap swells t

n living arrangements.

ration is most clearly seen when respondents ar:
age groups say this arrangenvemités a family. Bu
two-thirds of adults 65 and older say this arrangéameiht (§8%}his share is less that the 88%uti§

e way.

are asked whether ssemecouples raising at least one child are families




Fully eighin-ten adults younger than 30 say a .
. . . . What Is a Family, by Age
samesex couple with children is a family, more . o .
i % In each age group saying this living arrangement is
than double the proportion of those 65 and 3 amily

older who share this view (@0%7%). But

—

views on this living arrangement also vary m1829  0O3049  0O50-64 @65+
significantly betweha other generations. 88
Among those ages 30 to 4Ghivds (67%) A single o1
see a sargex couple with children as a famil parent

) wi/children 89 |
compared with 58% of alt&®4yearolds. 68 |

Demographic Differences on Other

|

New Family Arrangements Unmarried

. ) couple
Differences between other demographic grc ~ wichildren 80 |
also emerge when the focus turns to the thr 61 |

living arrangements tested in the survey the
are the least likely to be considered a famjly S

) ) ) amesex 67
sameaex couples with anihewit children, couple = |
and unmarried heterosexual couples with|n,~ W/ehildren -
children. These differences include:

J!

GendeMen are significantly less likely tha >
Samesex 46

women to say saseg living arrangements ar  couple wio
families. Fewer thanisiten men (57%) but children
70% of women say aog#gsbian couple with
children is a family. That gender gap opens
14 percentage points when men and wome Unmarried
are asked about ssexecouples without couple w/o 5 |
children (37% of men but 51% of women chiidren e
consider them to be families). The sexes dc

agree about unmardedples without kids:
42% of men and 44% of women say they are PewResearchCenter
families.

I

48 |

30

a7
46

I

.

RaceBlacks are less likely than whites or Hispanics to segethabgples with children are families (58%
for blacks vs. 65% for whites and Hispanics). At the samestareetivehigast likely of the three groups to
say an unmarried couple with no children is a family (38% vs. 50% for blacks and 54% for Hispanics).



EducatiorMore educated adults are SOMeWN| pytrerent Groups, Different Definitions of
more accepting of samecouples as families | Family
are thoswith less education. But those who h| % in each demographic group saying this living
. o arfangement is oa familyéd
not earned a high school diplangaoup 9 y
disproportionately composed of mirfioaties Same-sex ~ Same-sex  Unmarried
. couple couple couple
more likely than college graduates to say an wichildren  wio children  w/o children
unmarried couple with no children is a family, % % %
All 63 45 43
vs. 43%).

. . L Men 57 37 42
Marital StatusMarriechdults are significalebg | women 70 51 44
Ilkelythaq unm.arrlad:l.ultsto say that a sasea& White o5 47 38
couple with children is a family (57% vs. 709 Black 58 39 50
They also disagree about whether a man an( Hispanic 65 37 54
who | ive toget her an| cColegegrad 72 53 43

: ; Some college 62 47 37

0,
family (39% .Of all marriedpbe say .yes, HS grad co 26 12
compared with 47% of all unmarried adults).| Less than HS 56 41 52
the two groups are equally dIYIded when it c( Married 57 43 39
to samsex couples without children (43% of | Unmarried 70 46 47
i 0
marrlec! people and 46% of th_ose who are East 20 58 51
unmarried say they are a family). Midwest 60 44 34
South 56 39 40
Regiommericans livingdifferent regions of th| West 3 44 48
country differ on what is a family. In the Soutl Rrepublican 46 32 25
significantly fewer residents saypsameuples | Democrat 73 56 54
. . . . ) Independent 69 43 47
with or without children are families. Still, a
maiori f residents in th h 0% Conservative 45 30 29
ap ty of reside .ts t e Sout‘ .(56 0) say Voderate 2o o3 o
lesbian couples with childre families, compal Liberal 81 64 60
with 73% in the West, 70% in the East and 6|
. . | Attendance at
the Midwest. Midwesterners are the least lik§ Religious Services
; ; ; Attend weekly+ 46 31 32
say unmarried couples without children are f Monthly of less 66 16 13
(34% vs. 40% of southerners, 48% of westell Seldom/never 80 59 55
i 0,
residents and 51% of eaStemerS)' Note: Hispanics are of any race. Whites and blacks include
. o o only non-Hispanics.
Politics, Religion and Definitions of

Family

Political partisanship and ideology also are strongly correlated with definitions of what iiaciamily. Religion
more specifically, religiosity as measured by attendance at relijials® sgayisesnmagme in shaping
definitions of family.

According to the survey, Republicans, political conservatives and adults who attend religious services at le
once a week are significantly less likely than Democrats, political moderates or liserdigiarstythe les
observant to view sa®e or unmarried couples as families.



Overall a majority of Democrats say each of the seven living arrangements fit their conception of a family v
Republicans are more likely to say some types are not &ailigde Faogap of 27 percentage points exists
between the proportion of Republicans (46%) and Democrats (73%) who say a gay or lesbian couple raisi
least one child is a family. Among independents, aletgssivare this view. The gap isdglipdhe

same direction when partisans are asked about chédlessigaleeand 29 points on unmarried couples

with no children. Similarly large differences exist among political liberals, conservatives and moderates.

Even larger gaps emergethadéocus of the analysis switches to religion. More religious adults are less likely
than the less observant to see each of thettladigama living arrangements as a family.

These differences are among the largest encountered in thexsumpdsy, Slghtly under half (46%) of
adults who attend religious services at least once a week cesesxdergptanesing a child to be a
family, compared with 80% of those who seldom or never go to services.

The gap narrows when the foogstéugay couples without children. Here abont¢inreéthe most

religiously observant say this arrangement meets their definition of a family, compared with 59% of non
religious adults. A sirmsiaed gap emerges over
unmarried couples withoudidm (32% vs. 55%).

Ranking the Relatives

Smaller Political, Religious Differences in % who say they féelo
. . . provide needed financial assistance or
Views on Single-Parent Families caregiving to their
Smaller gapasen views about single parents raising|o Parent 8

or more children. Political conservatives are less likel
say this arrangement is a fargitii@d are moderates Grown child i
i 0, i 0,
or liberals (91% for liberals and 92% for moderates). Grandparent
However, there is virtually no difference between
Republicans (88%), Democrats (87%) or independen Brother or sister
(87%) on this question. Spouse or partner's
parent

As with political orientation, views on whethez a sing
parent raising a children is a family vary only slightly |
religiosity. More than eigkten adults who attend Stepparent
religious services at least once a week (82%) or mo
less often (86%) say spaglent households are families
In contrast, nisileten (92%) of those who rarely or nevi
go to services say a single parent raising a child is a i.......,.
Question wording: oO0OSuppos
a serious problem and needed either financial help

Fam”y Obllgatlons or caregiving. How obligated would you feel to
provide assistance if that person were you r [NAME

The biblical injunction embr thy father and motiar ON LIST] Would you feel very obligated, somewhat
. . obligated, not too obliga
not been lost on Ameridsliosn and dad lead the list | Note: Each survey respondent was asked only about
. . . latives he or she has.
when respondents asked which of eight relatives they ©" > " 0" S1€ 14s

feel they have a special obligation tothaipérson

Grown stepchild

S

Step or half sibling

Your best friend

PewResearchCenter




needfinancial assistance or caregiving. More tihah eight Amer i cans say they f ee
their parents needed it. Grown chidnes next, with 77% feeling obligated to help them get over hard

times, while smaller proportions feel a similar responsibility to assist their grandparents (67%), a sibling (64
or the parent of a spouse or part#i@r (Bquestion was asked aboat otiiidren because it was

assumed virtually all parents consider caring for them in times of need to be an obligation.)

Stepchildren, stepparents, and step or half sib
more likely to feddligated to a grown child than to a grown stepchild (77% vs. 60%). Similarly, adults are
more inclined to help a parent than a stepparent (83% vs. 55%) or a brother or sister over a step or half sik
(64% vs. 43%).

Most demographic groups feel s$avdlsrof obligation to each of the relatives tested in tHeveeveey

adults 65 and older are significantly less likely than other age groups to feel a special sense of obligation tc
provide financial assistance or caregiving to other family _ _ _
memberperhapeflecting the fact they have relativel Démographics of Helping a Friend

. . . . % in each group who say they feel o0 v e
limited financial resources and, in some cases, are [Ny | j gatedé to provid

<

w
~

Comparatively fewer (39%) feel a compelling need fo  Hispanic men

their best friend in times of chisfact, best buddies
finished at the bottom of the list of types of people th&_iote: Hispanics are of any race. Whites and blacks
respondents f elfitmoke evidenge [0"B'TT™JATBE6 t o hel

. . PewResearchCenter
of the value that people placelationships.

Hispanic women

diminished physical condition. to their best friend

For example, half of all adults 65 and older say they f All

obliged to assist a brother or sister. In contrast, three

guarters of adults younger than 30 feel they should he Men

a sibling, as do 67% of those ages 30 to 49 and 59% Women

50 to 64yeatolds. Similarly, these older adults feel

somewhat less of a responsibility toward their grown 18-29

children (68% for adultsr&balder but 81% for those zg;‘j

ages 30 to 64). .t

A deeper look inside these data suggests that the typ

adult feelgery obligateéd about three of the relatives White

tested in the survey. Again, this number varied little o Black

demographic group, with the one iexceidults 65 or Hispanic

older feel obligations to about one fewer relative thgn

other adults (median of two obligations vs. three for|o White men

age groups). white women
Black men

Sorry, Buddy Black women

| a7




Young people and black women are especially likely tosiddehds taethe list of peoplentbeig
assist financially or to whomatbelgprovide caregiving in a crisis. Half of all adults ages 18 to 29 say they

feel very obligated to help their best friends, compared withté148y&fa8®Ids, 38%58F to 64year

olds and 25% of those 65lded

Nearly half of black women (47%) say they feel compelled to help out a best friend in distress, compared w
37% of black men. Latino women are the least likely to say they would help oud;thesis Itleah frien
threein-ten (28%) would, compared with 37% of Hispanic men. Among whites, the gender differences are
virtually nomxistent: 37% of white men and 41% of white women feel the need to assist their best friend.

Importance of Family

Ask America what is most important in their liv
and itds clear that f
adults say that their family is the single most
important element of their lives. It is a judgment

varies only moderately across most key demogre

chareteristics.

Young or old; male or female; married or unmar

black, white or Hisp#&nlopsided majorities of
Americans say they are committed above all to
families. While politics and religiosity divide
Americans on what constitutes a farsdy, the
differences vanish when they are asked to judg
importance of family life. Virtually identical
proportions of Republicans (76%) and Democra
(74%) say their family is the most important thir
their lives, as do 74% of those who attend religi
services at least once a week and 73% who se
never go.

Thefew differences that do emerge are modest.
Eightin-ten adults ages 30 to 49 put a premium
their family life, compared with slightly more tha
seveiin-ten 18to 29yearolds (71%) oB8% of
those 65 and older. That is hardly surprising, be
it is in the decades

middle age that families are formed and mature.
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Hispanics are somewhat likelier to place more

alue

only non-Hispanics.

PewResearchCenter

on their family life than are blacks\8173%).

Hispanizvomen in particular place a premium on their family life; Aedey bateno women (87%),

compared with 75% of Hispanic men, rate their families as most important.
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Lesseducated adults also put a somewhat higher valudeothtamdly the more educatedireight
respondents with a high school diploma or less education but 74% of adults with a college degree say thei
families are the most important element in their lives.

Family Types and the Importance of Family

on family life than do unmarrie Importance of Family, by Marital Status

on i . .
adults (82% versus 69%), and thi® ' " each type of family sayin
holds true whether the unmarriec ®Most important element of their life @ One of the most important

adult is divorced (72% of this Al
group say family is the most

Maried adults place a higher V%iuc

; - Married

important element of their life);

single, never married (64%) o Unmarried
cohabiting with a partner (74%) Divorced/Separated

say family is the most importan
element in their lives.

Living w/partner

Single

Parenthood is also correlated wit
the value people place on family. PewRescarchCenter
Some 82% of all parents say family

is the most important part of their lives, compa@@bwitadults who are not parents. Moreover, no

matter what the family type, adults in families that include children place a higher value on family than do tli
in families without children.

Consider this example: Overall,| \mportance of Family, by Parental Status
unmarried adults are significant| o, in each type of family saying theirfami | y | i fe i s
less likely than married people t

say their families are the most
important thing in their lives (69% All Parents
vSs. 82%). But when the analysis
limited taadultsvith children, this
large difference vanisdeds; of Married w/children
single parents versus 83% of
married parensay family is the
most important thing in their lives.  pivorced/separated
Also, the survey finds that nearly
ninein-ten (86%) single, never
married adults with children and Single
84% of single parents living with ¢
partner say their family life is the PewResearchCenter
most important elementhieir
lives.

(@)

B Most important element of their life @ One of the most important

Non-parents

Unmarried w/children

Living w/partner




Satisfaction with Family Life

Most Americans are happy at home. Three
guarters of all adul

Family Satisfaction, by Demographic
Groups

with their family life, and an additional 19% sayamily life

they are O0somewhat sj¢
lives, according teetsurvey.

Witha few notable exceptions, these upbeat
assessments of life on the home front are bro
shared across most major demographic groyp
Roughly equal proportions of men (74%) ang
women (75%) say they are very satisfied with
family lifeThreequarters of young adults ages 1
to 29 are similarly pleased with their family life
view shared by a similar proportion of adults |6
and older (75% and 77%, respectively).

[a})

Whites are somewhat more content with their
home lives than are Hisp@es vs. 73% say
they are oOovery sati s|f
higher levels of family satisfaction than do blac
(64%).

While money might not always buy personal

B Very satisfied

All

White
Black

Hispanic

College grad
Some college

HS grad
Less than HS

happiness, it may make things easier at homenot shown.

More than eigimtten adults widmualfamily

loS i 8 ag/a cthh Slyo L@pr & h 9 Vsearyy

0O Somewhat satisfied

$75K+
$50K-$74K u
$30K-$49K
LT $30K
Note: 0 Di ssati sfiedé and o0Dondt
PewResearchCenter

incomes of $75,000 or more are very
satisfied with their family lives,

less than $30,000. Similarly, those wi
a college degree are more satisfied ffr 4

® Very satisfied

Family Satisfaction, by Marital Status
compared with 65% of those earning % in each groupwhos ay t hey are € wi tH

O Somewhat satisfied

O Dissatisfied

i 0 19 |5
those who didnot i
arrie
(80% vs. 69%). s
Pditical partisanship and religiosity als "™ % o
are correlated with family satisfaction. Divorced/Separated w11

Republicans are significantly more
satisfied with their family lives than ar
Democrats (82% vs. 71%) or
independents (74%). And adults wh
attend religious services ablaes a
week are more satisfied with their

Single

O

Living w/partner

Note: 0 Dondt

know/ Refusedéd

responses a

PewResearchCenter

sati s
home
ps exp



family life than are those who seldom or never attend service

s Iga?r?/icl) Life Closer Now
vs. 71%). y

Compared to When You
Were Growing Up?
% who say their family life is...

The
same

Family Type and Family Satisfaction

Married adults express far more satisfaction with their current f

situation than do thoke are unmarried (84% vs. 64%).

Closer

Perhaps not surprisingly, the biggest satisfaction gap by family 40

between married and divorced adults: 84% of all married men .

women are overy satisfiedo tmi Ly i
of all divorcedlalts, 71% of those living with a partner and 66% \

singles who have never married. DK-ref

Less close
Family satisfaction is somewhat greater among paneortg than
esti on Whinkind abow :

adultsvho do not have children. For example, the survey foundﬁk#@{amuynfe_ now compared to when
85% of married adults with childesveay satisfied with their famjly/o: ‘== 90" 49, Woeliyou say
lives, compared with 81% of married couples without children.

0

about the same?6

PewResearchCenter

Togetherness and the Modern Family

An overwhelming majority of
Americans say their families are at |
as close now as their families were

b4imily Togetherness, by Marital Status

wffeni 1 each group
growing up

who say thei

they wergrowing up. Feurten
(40%) say their family life is closer tf

e m Closer than
(4

OThe same as  OLess close than

it was when they were young and 459 Al 45 14
say their families are gboulsasasio Married 46 | 11
when they were growing ugy Q4%
say they are less close. Unmarried 6 o
This finding isnls Divorced/Separated 45 | 19
argument annd the kitchen table: Living w/partner 46 | 17

. . X
These Judgments vary little by gender Single al o
age, education level, income, and rac
or ethnicity. Note: Dondét knowkmoeshaws.ed response

PewResearchCenter

The responsds vary somewhat by
mairtal statusviarried adults are significantly more likely than those who are unmarrieshtidysay their f

closer now than their family was when they were growing up (42% vs. 37%). In particular, divorced adults
significantly less likely to say their families are closer (34%).




Expectations vs. the Realities of Family Life

Americans divide alneggially when asked whether their fam

ily
7J

lives have so far have turned out the way they expected, V|
are strongly shaped by their current marital status and, to
somewhat lesser degree, by whether or not they have chil

Nearly half (49%) dtilis say their family life has talbeths
they thought it would. But nearly as many (47%)faaylyheir
life has taken an unexpected turn. Only 4% say they had n
expectations or did not know.

These views &ighly correlated witlerespondedtsurrent
family situation, so much so that most other demographic
differences largely disappear when family type and parent
are factored into the analysis.

ieBsgotirbtions vs. Reality of

5 Family Life
jr%nlvho say their family life so far
has turned out ¢é
About as Different
expected than

expected
o
49

No
expections/

The survey findings generally suggest that most people e

DKcref.

PEUE i on  hinking abow your o

marry and anticipateat their marriage would survive until deashuily life so far, would you say it has

did them part. Aboutgbten currently married adults say their

turned out about as you expected it would,
oris it differentt han you expected it

family life is about as they anticipated it would be, while slighfy/< °¢?

more than a third say it is different.

pl‘\,\.'Rl‘Ql‘Hl"('Il( ‘l‘ll“‘l'

But among all unmarried aduksyuatly large majority (58%) say their life has not worked out as they

thought it woufidincluding 78% of those who are currently divorced.

Views are more divided among
those who are currently living
with a partner. About famten
(42%) say they haneefamily life

Expectations vs. Reality, b
% each typ

® About as expected

in

they expected, while 54% say the
do not.
Married
The presence of children in a
family complicates the picture. | Unmaried
For single, nevmarried adults, a Divorced/Separated

child clearly changes their livesiir

unanticipated ways. Among tho
who are not married, slightly

more than half (53%) say their
family life is pretty much as they

St

Living w/partner

Single

Not e: Dondt know

y Marital Status
e

of family sayin

o Different than expected

78

54

/| Reshaws. e d

responses not

PewResearchCenter

anticipated it would be. But for

single, nevenarried adults with a child, only 30% say their family life is what they expected it would be, and

69% say it is not.




In contrast, childrempegr to

make little difference for marrie
couples: 58% with children say
their family life is pretty much a
they expected it to be, an Among those who have children

assessment shared by 61% wh .
not have children. Married >
single 69 |
How old you are or, more
precisely, at what stage of life yo Among those who do not have children

find purself,. als.o plays a major Married ” ”
role in shaping judgments about

how your life has unfolded. Single 53

Note: Dond6t know/ Reshaws.ed responses not

The Difference Children (Sometimes) Make
% in each group sayingther family | ife is &

L

B About as expected o Different than expected

U7

@]

Overall, views on whether an PowResearchCenter
individual 6s flamily | ife is going as
expected vary little by age. About

half of every age group say their family life has turngdmutipestithey had expected.

But this consistent picture changes when age and family type are analyzed together. Consider younger an
single people who have never been married. Overall, moia-tear{46¥6) of this group say that their

liveshave turned out as expected. But the share rises to 49%-amaamedrEngtes younger than 40 and

drops to 34% among those 40 and older.

A similar, though smaller, age pattern emerges
half(54%) of adults younger than 40 without children say their life has turned out aboaigmeeghected,
with 48% of those 40 and older.

Dissecting oDifferencebo

Respondents who said their life was different weramsiesinded followp questito explain in their

own words how it did not match their expectations. These verbatim statements were then classified into thi
groups: those that indicate the respondentsod f a
family fie has not measured up to what they thought it would be; and those that are neutral or ambiguous.
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Roughlypnein-ten say their family life is :
In Their Own Words
better than expecté8ome respondents . L . .
. How their family life compares with expectations

seemed almost overjoyed by the way

. o | t Warse
their family lives have unfolulddter oNo one ge
thought | would be afuie momand || you make 't
| ov e i-yearad vaumteered.5 ) o _
Most were less specific, sayingtheirliveg?'ndgﬂgsﬁy' :nszelnft ét he_ fatry tale
had Oexceeded expectati ons ¢ agysa-ogydyegugman
great! o while 17 |r &\N®ypes neckeactt sd mye gipfe ntd etdir n i

. . incarcerated and me get custody o
with a single world: Obett ers.ayear-olddvorced man

ts married to get djamdbr
he best of it.o
0 a 44-year-old divorced woman

i i ilv li 0l 6m divorced, my kids |live with
About a third Sayl_th:amlly life had have known a lot of things back then and saved my marriage and had
fallen short of their expectatﬁmm,e a marriage like my parents. | have a lot of regrets, other than my
. . three boys. ¢
respondents described-heartching g 8 a4d-year-old divorced man
d|§rupt|ons in their family Ilfe;.r'oughly q sBeing a single father makes it a
third of these statements testified to the 3 a34-year-old never-married man
. . . . ltdés Better
devastating impact of divorce, while
; 0l |l ove being a mom more thanandl e
others n.oted the palnful chahrges t have four dogs who bring joy to my life . 6
came with the early death of a spouse or 3 a 26-year-old married woman
child. OWe find we have | ots of good fri
travel whenever we |ike, [ we are]
0l thought | woulld be marr i’V alaRivRy ds .
Now | dm di vosadad |wiMyhrehe i knisdig,w th my parents:
. supportivethanl e x pect ed. And that has be
39yearo | d wo man. o | | ost t h T e & a24yearold never-married man
children, and that changed our whole| .| . catisfied with my life: 1| h
I i f e, éyeamwld matriecaworiad. married; | am a graduate student and very happy because | try to
avoid stress in my |ife.o©o

. . 0 a55vyear-old married man
Others hied at problems in current

family relationsHhi ‘b[é‘.asbv?léttdabaggﬁgp_’éldmnéd%‘é%ai d2°0|t

of communi c ayftearobldn ,|6 sai d one 61

. |, t Different R
married wo man. And olt waswhBh Mas )@uﬁb ©had an i(@aLfMaVlif]? would bring ,
P H ; d wh W ult.| had g stronger realization of what
fiance is having af@alityg}n‘gsﬁgaﬁaf’?.é

. . 0 a 34-year-old married man
Some reflect the disappointments that

sometimes come wilth, BT M4 rP&%. &Ry PRt
sontm a child and sndt mar r 2 agyeaolgnared gay

lady he had it with. My daughter is 0ltds an adventurelo6

. 0 a55year-old married woman

di vorced. My other son doesnot ave any
chil dren gdalal | | sat—d—a—71

widowed man.

SThissmall perctageshould be kept in perspectweemberit is based only on those who say theliféafifigred from what they
had expectethese data sugtestmost people take given that they will have a good family life. Among the 49% vidumibay their
lifematched their expectations, neadp-hiren say t hey are overy satisfiedo6 with thei.|



The remaiing responsa® neutral or are difficult to classify. Many unmarried or ehi&didssamen
simply said they expected to be married or have children, statements that could reflect current family statu:
not necessarily feelings of regret or anxiety.

And others marveled at the suhpviessesepchel daenb
yeatol d married woman. OEverything-yeawldmarriedur pri se;
woman. ONot wunhappy byeaolddivosdd wamard suremeeinup.6 i s t he

Dinnertime Is Family Ti mef Especially at Thanksgiving

Parents and children may be
busier than ever, but they stfll Dinner with the Family

make time to gather for a % ineachgroupwhosy t hey eat dinner t ogeé
family dinner at least a few EmEvery day DA fewtimes aweek BOnly occasionally mNever
times a week. For half of all | A parents
families with children younger
than 18, the family dinner is a
daily ritual. Aadditional 34% | Unmarried wichildren
say their families eat together
oa few times |i
about onirseven (14%) say Living w/partner
they rarely or never share a Single

meal with their children.

Married w/children

Divorced/Separated

43 8

33 18 |4

Married parents with childrem Not e: Donét know/ Reshaws.ed responses not
are the most likley to say they PewResearchCenter
eat together as a family every

day In contrast, slightly less thaartoem divorced
parents (37%) and a slightly larger share of single paféatgie Merrier on Thanksgiving

(43%) have dinner with their children as often, | % Who say they will share a Thanksgiving
me a | with this many f

Many dinner tables are going to be crowded with
relatives this Thanksgiving, the sunesgssujgput
ninein-ten adults (89%) say they will be having a
Thanksgiving meal with members of theiir ardily
not just one or two.

Among those who will be sharing a drumstick with
family, more than-giten (62%) say that ten or mor
relatives wille at that Thanksgivingfimead a 1to5 6t09 10tol1l4 15t019 20or
quarter (27%) say there will be 20 or more. Overalll, more
typical host will be setting places for 12 family memiigg:sBased on89% of sample who say they will have a

i Thanks’giving meal with family members.
accordlng to the survey. PewResearchCenter




Section 4: Children

Children in America are growing up in a much moret diBvgggsa&rrangements than thehalid a

century ago. In 196@arly ning-ten children undegel8 resided with two married pa(&ris); by

2008, that share had dropped t& 6444r. the same period, the percentage of children born to unmarried
women rose eightfold, from 5% to 41%. Far more children now live with divernadiedrssents,

and the numbeho live with cohabiting seexeparents, while still relatively small, has grown over the past
two decades.

Americans have embrdmesd demographic shifts, at least to some extent. Solid majorities say that a single
parent, unmarried couple or-sameouple with children fit their definition of a family, and few express
concern about the growing variety in the types of |y&myesmsn

Yet the survey suggests a tension in peopleds v
family coexists with persistent concerns about the effeaddibbnaharrangements on children. More
specifically, aboutisixen (61%) adults believe that a child needs a home with both a father and a mother to
grow up happily; about sa@vean (69%), say it is bad for society that more single women are raising children
without a male partner and majorities generallghildréhan less traditional family arrangements face

more challenges than their peers.

. . i 2
Views on most of these questions vary accord{n§/fift s Bestfor Children*
% who disagree/agree that a child needs a

the family circumstances of the respondent. Forhome with both a mother and a father to grow
example54% oparents agrdeat a child needs a | up happily

home with botHather and a mother to grow up
happily, a view that is shared by just 53% of adt
who do not have children.

m Disagree OAgree
All

Parents who are married are especially inclined Have children
believe that a child needs a home with both afa Do nothave children
and a mother; 67% say so, comparg8%uitt
unmarried parents. Among parents who are not
married, 54% of those who are divorced or
separated and 49% of those who are single or|li ynmarried parents

with a partner agree that children need ahome ', coq/separated
a mother and a father to grow up Rappily. Living with a partner

Married with children
Unmarried with children

Not surprisiig the composition of the families i Single

which respondents grew up is related to their views

. . . Note: 6 Dondt know/ Refusedd res
on this question. A narrow majority (53%) of those P
who say their parents were divorced or separated PewResearchCenter

during most of the time they were growing up

%This includes children living with biolagicptive, arstepparesit
Z’Throughout this secti@fierences to divorced parentseiichgt who are separated.



agrees that a ché@dahome with both a mother an

father; 44% disagree. Of adults whose parents wer
married while they were growing up, 63% say child
need a home with both parents; 34% say they do 1

Demographic Differences in Views of What
Is Best for Childre n

Men are generally more traditional than women in
views of what is best for childrenthirds of men
agree that a child needs a home with both a mothe
father to grow up happily; just 29% disagree. Amor
women, opinions are more everdgdiiwith 54%
saying this type of arrangement is essential and 42
it is not.

Opinions about what is best for children also vary

=

nc

<

Y

grow up happily

H Agree

63

34

Grew up with married
parents

a
Do Children Need a Home w ith a
€Mother and a Father?

' who disagree/agree that a child needs a
ohome with both a mother and a father to

O Disagree

3
° 44

Grew up with
divorced/separated
parents

Note: 0 Do n 6 t/Reflusedov r esponses

PewResearchCenter

n

somewhat across racial and ethnic lines. Hispanic
black respondents are the most tradifid®abf

a home with both a mother and a father to grow up
happily, compared with 57% of whites.

Racial and ethnic differences in opinions of whethe
child needs a home with both a father and a mothe
driven, aglast in part, by the views of white women
who are nearly evenly divided in their opinion of wi
best for children; 50% agree that children need a n
and a father, whig%cdisagree. In contrast, clear

majorities of whiteen (65%), black menwaochen

(67% and 63%, respectively) and Hispanic men an

women (77% and 68%) belmatechildren need a home

with both parents to grow up happily.

Nc

L8

d

Older respondents are also more likely than young

to say that children need a home with both amdaher

father. Threguarters of those ages 65 or older shar
opinion, compared with aboungen of those betwee

amngen, Minorities and the Elderly

Among the More Traditional

Hispanics &u65% of African Americans say a child neédgho disagree/agee that a child needs a
home with both a mother and a father to

grow up happily

B Disagree

White
Black
Hispanic

College grad
Some college
HS grad or less

o Agree

ages 50 and 64 (61%) and between ages 30 and 49Y&8dfjhancs are of any race, Whites and blacks

ly non-Hispanics 06 Do n 0 t /Refuseddv
and a slim majority (53%) of those younger than 3(). responses not shown.

College graduates are hketg than those without a

PewResearchCenter

college degree to be in a traditional household with=a




spouse and children. Nonetheless, college graduates are less likely than those without a college degree to
embrace the traditional view of what is best for childrenajarig¥%f those with a college degree agree

that children need a home with both a father and a mother to grow up happily, while 42% disagree. By
comparison, those with a high school diploma or less are twice as likely to agree (64%) as they are to disa
(32%) that children need a home with both parents.

Societal Impact of Non -Traditional Arrangements

When asked about some specific trends involving .
children growing up in-raalitional households| Videspread Concern about Single

. Motherhood
Americans express the most concern about the rise.
. . . . %say ng each of these tre
inthe number of single women having children
Wlthout a male partner to help ralse them. Ab DL H Bad for Society 0 Good for society O Doesn't matter
seveiin-ten (69%) say it is bad for society that More single
more single women are having children, while j Wog“he"férh;"'”g 4 24
4% say this is good for society and 24% say it
doesnodt diffeackce. muc h

More unmarried
couples raising
children

43 10 43

Americans are far less concerned about the fac -
more unmarried couples and more gay and les ~ More 9&y and

A ) lesbian couples 43 12 41
couples are raising children, although a substa raising children
minority expresses concerns; 43% say each Of ineser o n st know/ Refuseds respo
trends is bad for society, but timsame PewResearchCenter
number (43% and 41%, respectively) say it is
neither good nor bad. Abouireten say it is good that more unmarried couples (10%) aneserore same
couples (12%) are raising chi(@iteese trends ardyaea in more detail in Sebtjon

Challenges for Children

Most of the public believes that children who grow up in less traditional households face more challenges t
other children. But not all thetraaditional settings are seen as equally challenging for kids.

Children raised by gaylasbian couples are seen as facing the most challenges: about half the public (51%)
they face 0a | otd more challenges than other ch
challenges. Next on the list are children ofddh28fcgathey face a lot more challenges than other children

o followed bghildren of single parer@o&ay they face a lot more cha)lestglelsen from raciathyxed

marriages (27%)dchildren whose parents are together but not married (16%d 8wljorities say that

children in nearly all of these circumstances face at least a few more challenges than other children.



When it comes to children whos
parents are living together but n
married, however, opinions abot
whether or not they faceemor
obstacles than their peers are

11°

Dt
It

Challenges for Children in Non -Traditional
Arrangements Compared with Other Children

% saying chil

dren i

n each

of

B A lot more challenges OA few more challenges O The same challenges

mixed. About half (49%) say Children of gay and lesbian s | 6
children in this circumstance have couples
ba lot m(,) reo (1 Children of divorced parents - 38 16
few mored (33%

1 0, i h
Overcom_e_’ while 47% say childrer Children of single parents - 40 19
of cohabiting parents have about 1
same number of challeamyether Children from racially mixed - o
children. marriages

L Children whose parents are 33 a7

For the most part, opinions about  |iving together but not married

the challenges of children in non
traditional living arrangements d
not vary significantly across

ONote:bDepends() ta nkdn oOvD/ofedf used o6

responses

PewResearchCenter

demographic groups. However,

people ages 65 and older are generally more i
than younger pedplespecially those younger th
30" to say that children in certain circumstance

natingst People See Greater Challenges for
arehildren in Non -Traditional Families

»s%pgaying children in each of these

a lot more challenges than their peers. This is circumstances face oa |
especially the case when it comes to the childrgl m18-29 DO3049 05064  O65+
interracial couples; more tharirféen _ — 49

. Children of gay
respondents who are 65der ¢46%) say children and lesbian |422
from racially mixed marriages have considerafly couples | 61
more challenges, compared with 29% of those . a7
between ages 50 and 64, 23% of those ages 30 C(;'\'/‘z')rrig;f __| 43
and just 17% of adults younger than 30. parents [ 4|2 49
Among parents of young children, those who afre _I 38
maried are more likely than those who are not Children of 39

married to say the obstacles children of divorcec
couples and of single parents face are far greate
those of their peers. Nearly half of married parer

with children younger than 18 say children whd
up with divorced parents (47%) or single paren
(48%) have a lot more challenges; abburdooie
unmarried parents of young children say that ig
case.

| single parents | 40
1 | 37
5 Children from L7 23
racially mixed 29
( marriages | 46
t<
Children whose q 13
parents are 12
t living together 17
but not married | 30

PewResearchCenter




Finally, the view that children of gay and lesbian parents have considerably raoretblealérigesrth

is tied to negative opinions about the impaeixgaanents have on society-quagders of those who say

it is bad for society that more gay and lesbian couples are raising children saysekitirepled sareea

lot morechallenges than their peers; just 27% of those who say gay and lesbian parents have a positive im|
and 34% of those who say it does not make much difference ths¢xmmepasnare raising children

share this opinion.

Par ent sdaludienk f

Sevein-ten parents say they are doing or have

. | Mothers Give Themselves H&gh)er Marks
overé/_ 00dOQ ob as| paren

) %who say they aré doing or have done'an

and those who are married are somewhat mog&, x c el I ent 6 or odvery goo

done an oOexcellentodéd|or

likely than those who are not to say so. Neafl
threequarters of married parents (73%) give

themselves high madompared with 65% of Asa parent

unmarried parents. 64
All parents 75
Women are more likely than men to say they

doing an oexcellento
parents, and this is especially true among pat
with children younger than 18.-HFidh

Parents of
children
under 18

mothers of young childeta themselves highly, Parents with

all children

compared with 63% of fathers. The difference 18 or older

less pronounced among those whose childret

B Men OWomen

63 a s
80

65
71

all 18 or older; 71% of mothers and 65% of |  gajancing work
fathers in this group give themselves a strong and family

evaluation.

Mothers of young children, assvéibse with
adult children, are also far more likely than
fathers to say they have done at least a very
job balancing work and family responsibilitigs
Overall, 66% of parents who are married or

All parents

Parents of
children
under 18

Parents with
all children

cohabiting and who work at least part time giv 18 or older

themdees high marks in this regard. About

57
76
55
72
62
81

threequarters of women (76%) rate the jOb thegte: Ratings of work-life balance are based on parents who

have done balaneingk their relationship with| time.
their spouse or partner, and being a parent as

are married or living with a partner and who work at least part

PewResearchCenter

+

oexcellentd or oOvery good,

of men.

0 compared wit

Among those witbuyg childreB83% ofvorking mothers afsbo omothers who do not work rate
themselves as oOexcellentéo

or overy goodbé

h 57%

parent



Living Arrangements of Children

An analysis of Census Bureau data shows that the

ercentage of children uageis livinguith | \21ltal Status of parents
p. 9 _ gv % of children livingwithparent s who we
divorced arevemmarriegarents has risen
sharply over the pastdaaifuryln 1960, about
ninein-ten childreresidingvith a parent lived
with married parents (92%); 5% had parents wl 70
were divorced or separated, and less than 1%
lived with pants who had never been married.

w1960 02008
92

By 2008, sevarten minor childrevho lived 15 14
with a paremtere residing with married parents, i—\ <t
while about thréeten had parents who were Married Divorced/ Never
divorced or separated (15%) or who had neyer Separated married

been married (14%b).

Note: Based on all children living with a parent.

Womeraccourfor 77% of unmarried parents| Source: Pew Research Center calculations of Decennial Census
. . . and American Community Survey data
living with children under the age of 18; 86% of

parents who live with their minor children and
have never been married and are

not living with a partner are Profile of Parents Living with Children Under 18
mothers, as are 78% of those who Among unmarried parents

; All Divorced/ Livingw/  Never
are divorced or separated. parents Married Unmarried Separated a partner married

PewResearchCenter

Adispoportionate percentage oOf % % % % % %
: ad Men 45 50 23 22 42 14
single parents are black. Whllf Women 55 50 77 78 58 86
11% of all parents who are living 100 100 100 100 100 100
with 9h|ldren under 18 are African 19 15 32 1 40 52
American, 41% of those who hase49 73 76 61 76 56 46
: 50-64 8 9 6 10 4 2
never bggn married and do not < < < <1 < 4

have a livie partner are black;
. | Whites 65 68 52 63 59 36

0,

36% of single parents are white g, - 11 7 o4 16 13 A1
and 19% are Hispanic. Hispanics 17 16 19 16 24 19

Single parents and those who igte: Hispanics are of any race. Whites and blacks include only non -Hispanics.
.. . Source: Pew Research Center calculations of Decennial Cersus and American
living with a partner tend to be| community Survey data

younger than divorced or married

parents. About half of parents who have never been married and are not currently living with a partner (52¢
and 40% of cohatgtpaents are younger than 30. In contraifo$imarried parents adélo of

divorced parents are in this age group.

BThe percentages reported here and in the relevant chart are slightly different from the percentages dhatiafitettemtving wi
unmarried parents reported in previous sections of the report. Among ai6thiRiFéhwede living with two married parents. In
2008, 64% lived with two married parents.



Many Had Children before Marriage

To complement Census Bureau dr™
the survey asks parents who are
married or cohabiting whether any

Did You Have Children before You Were Married to
Your Current Spouse or Living with Current Partner?

] ] All Whites  Blacks  Hispanics
their children were born before the
ied 1o thei ¢ % % % %
were married to their current spoy ¢ 29 26 52 o5
or living with their current partner.| No 71 74 48 75
Nearly a third (29%) say that is th{ Number of respondents 1,267 849 140 181

. . 0 o
case, |ncIud|ng 63% of COhabltmg Note: Based on those who are married or living with a partner and who have
parents who say they had childrer] atleast one child. Hispanics are of any race. Whites and blacks include only

o . || non-Hispanics o Dondét know/ Refusedo6 response
before they started living with thei
partner; 25% of married parents hauart
least one child before they married their current spouse.

Black parents who are married or cohabiting are particularly likely to have had children before they were
married to their current spouse or living wittuthet partner; about half (52%) say that is the case,
compared with just about a quarter of married or cohabiting white and Hispanic parents (26% and 25%,
respectively).

Living Arrangements of Parents and Children

Of the parents surveyed who have Living A .
. Ivin rrangements
childen under the age of 18 and w g' g. .
. . %sayingheir children under 18 |
are not married or had children bef
they were married, abouttiwals All Divorced/ Living w/
(65%) say their children live with tH parents Married Separated a partner Single
all of the time, 22% say the childre % % % % %
. . : All of the time 65 78 45 73 70
live with them part of the time a.r‘1d Part of the time b 1s a5 16 16
13% say t he dheir | None of the time 13 6 18 11 14
*
Di q - ially likel Number of respondents 604 105 197 117 174
ivorced parerage especially likely
i i Note: Based on those who have children under 18 and who are not currently
share CUStOdy of their young (.:h”d_r married or had children before they were married. Single parents include
fewer than half (45%) say their chil those who have never been married and are not currently living with ~ a
. . t . 0 D 6t k /| Ref do
under the age of 18 live with them partner erono now erusedo respon

the time, while 35% say the children live with them part of th8tthe anéhly t hei r chi |l dr e
their household. By comparison, 78% of married parents who had children before they were married, 73%
cohabiting parents who had children before they were living with their current partner and 70% of single
parents gdheir children live with them all of the time.



Women are twice as likely as men to hay
their young children living with them all o

e
f Mothers Are More Likely to Say Their Children

Live with Them All of the Time

the time; more than eigkten mothers of

. . % saying their children wur

young children who are not married or whc

) ) ® Men oWomen
had children before they wereethaay 85
that is the case (85%), compared with 42%
fathers. Onthird of fathers who are not 42
currently married or who had children befo 33 23
they were married say their children live v E .i
them some of the time, and a considerahle ‘ ‘
percentage (23%) say ¢hbiri | dr e n All of the ime  Part of the time  None of the time

ever live in their household.

Most Who Do Not Have Children 00t h

Want Them

Note: Based on those who have children under 18 and who are not
currently married or who had children before they were married.

er 6 and oDondt know/ Refused(

PewResearchCenter

Among women younger than 50 and men younggrthan

60 who do not have children, most (62%) say th
want to have children someday. Those who are

younger than 30 are pdatity likely to say that is th
case; 76% of those in that age group who do not
children hope to have them in the future, compat
with fewer than half (45%) of those between the
of 30 and 49.

Childless respondents who are currently married
those who are not are about equally likely to say
want to have children someday (58% and 63%,

respectively). Among people who are not marrie
however, those who hope to get married are far

likely than those who do not want to get married
they warkids About eighib-ten of those who want

to get married want to have kids (83%); among t
who do not want to get married, just 31% hope t¢
children someday, while 30% say they do not wa
children and 38% are not sure.

yWho Wants to Have Children?

m Want to have children
O Do not want to have children

O Not sure
g
All 62 16| 22
e 16] 22 |
al
Women 60 14| 24
: [14] 24 |
tl
18-29 76 6 19|
i
tc .
Married 58
he Unmarried 63
D .
Not currently married
n
Want to get married 83 E

Do not want to get --
married 31 30 38

Note: Based on women under 50 and men under 60 who

do not have children (n=608). 0 Don 6t know/ R

responses are not shown.

PewResearchCenter




Section 5: New Family Types

Americans view the sweeping changes jn

family arrangements that have occurred over Public Assesses Family Change
the past half century with a mixtureof | % saying increase in each
acceptance and unease. E Bad thing O Good thing ONo difference
Not surprisingly, the people who are livipg Single women having
in new arrangeméntohabiting couples children
or singlearents, for exaniplare the People living together 46
most accepting of them. So are youngef without being married
adults, who have grown up amid a worlfl  Unmarried couples raising - 43
where single parents, ssreouples and children
working mothers are more of a fact of life Gay/lesbian couples - a1
than they were for older generations. raising children
Moth_ers of young children 21 38
Among the groups mostsy about the working outside the home
changes are married adults and older ag Women not ever having 11 o
especially men. There are some regional children
variances as well: Americans who live in People of different races - 50
Midwest and South are more disapprovjn marrying each other
than those in the East and West. And ag Note:0Dondt know/ Refused6 response
might be expected, attitudestabe new PewResearchCenter

types of living arrangements generally track
religiosity, ideology and political party affiliation, with the more conservative camps within all of these grouy
most likely to be troubled by the changes.

The Pew Research Center survey asierdlajgestiahouthe growing variety of new living
arrangements, and also tested responses to seven specific social trends that bear on family life today.

On the overall survey queabont the growingriety of family living arrangements, thegoisinant
answer among respondents. As shown later in this chapter, approximately equal shares of American adult:
the growing variety is a good thing, bad thing or makes no difference

Asked about the seven trerds Americans disapprove ofwawveng children without a man to help raise
them. More than fdauosten are critical of the rising numbers of unmarried couples raising children, of gay and
lesbian couples raising children and of people living together without getipyasamntigd lower

level of concern but still a substantial mirargyis less disapproviatesother increasing trénds

mothers of young children working outside thehildlees women and racial intermarriage.



Single Mothers and Others

Among thewen trends tested that affect living
arrangements and family life, respondents have tHgws on More Single Women
highest level of disapproval (69%) for the growjn§@ving Children on Their Own
number of single women who have children withdf&/1n9 this is a bad thing for society

mal e partner to help |r A [ < ©|(say it
goodthing,dn 24 % say it doeg:

difference for sociedymajority of men and Men _ 74

women, all age grqapsl all major race and ethric women [N 63

groups disapprove of unmarried motherhood. Me

older adults and whites or blacks are particularly 1520 [ o3

likely to disapprove. 040 [ o7

Men(74%) are more likely than women (63%) t
that the trend towasidgle mothengthout male

partnergsbad for society. Whites (70%) and black White
(74%) are more likely than Hispanics (58%) to s¢ Black

65+

) O
(o0}
o

\l
N

~
o

so. Americans ages 65 and older (80%) are fanr Hispanic _ 5
likelythan younger age groups ¢683%se ages 18

to 29;67%of those ages 30 toad@; 70%f those ast [N 61
ages 50 to)a be critical tfesesingle mothers. Midwest [ 71
Within different age groups, men are more critice south [ 72
than womeior example, 70% of men agesi98 West _ 67
[aythe growing number of single women having

children without a male partner to help raige ther $75K+ 72

$50K-$74K
$30K-$49K
LT $30K

bad for society, compared with 668mpharably
agedvomenand 81% of men ages 50 and older|(s
so, compared with 67% of wontbatage group.
Among wke men, 76% are critical, compared withiote: Hispanics are of any race. Whites and blacks include
65% of white women. only non-Hispanics.

~
N

62

PewResearchCenter

There is some varian@nhyal incoroe the
guestion of rising numbers of women having children without a male partner to help raise them. Here, peoy
withannual incomef $75,000 or higi&2%) are more likely to be critical than are pe@pieusith

incoms of less than $30,000. People living in the Midwest and South are more critical of the rise in single
mothers tharethose living in the East.

According to National Centadé&altiStatisticsataanalyzeid a recelew Research Center report on
motherhodg the share of births to unmarried women réset@@as from 5% in 1960 and 2890

®Gretchen Livingston and D6Vera Cohn, 0The New Demography of
2010 ffttp://pewsocialtrends.org/pubs/754/mé@mograptof-americamotherhogd



http://pewsocialtrends.org/assets/pdf/754-new-demography-of-motherhood.pdf
http://pewsocialtrends.org/assets/pdf/754-new-demography-of-motherhood.pdf
http://pewsocialtrends.org/pubs/754/new-demography-of-american-motherhood

The share of births to women who are
unmarried varies widely by race and
ethnicity. More than sewveten births to

black women are to unmarried mothers

compared widbouhalf obirths to
Hispanic women and aboutitittento
whitewomen. Hoewver, the share of birth
to unmarried women has risen most ral
for whites since 1990.

There also is wide variation by educati
level among unmarried women who gi
birth. Most births to college graduates
to married women. Most births to wom
with less than a high school education
unmarried women.

Unmarried Couples

Americans oveié equally likely to

disappr@vofgay and lesbian couples raising children, unmarried couples raising children and unmarried pec

Share of Births to Unmarried Women
(%)
50

Py

40

30
S

pi 20

10

1960 2008

1970

1980 1990 2000

sl

3rﬁ\lote: 2008 data are preliminary.
Source: For data from 1990 and later, statistics calculated using

AMi6hal Center f or Health Statistics data. For years prior to 1990,
data obtained from Stephanie J. Ventura, and Christine A. Bachrach.
Nonmarital childbearing in the United States, 1940 -1999. National
Vital Statistics Reports; vol 48 no 16. Hyattsville, Maryland: Nationa |
Center for Health Statistics.

PewResearchCenter

living togeth@r43%sayeach of these growing trends is bad forl$wrietsre no notable differences

bet ween these trends in the share of adul
that more gay and lesbian couples are

raising chﬂdrehZ(%sa y 1toés g oS%acrle;of Cﬁil(:l:lrg/ﬁ , by Number of Parents in

say it doesndt makKgyusBhggh difference), mor
unmarried couples are raising children| (o

(10% goqdi3% little difference) or more =No parent 51 Parent

unmarried pEOple are “Ving tOQether (9% 02 Parents (cohabiting) m 2 Married parents

good; 46% little differen¢&)wever,
there is wide variation on thessigns
by age group &ndn the question of
sameaex couples with chilérday
gender.

Most adults ages 65 and older are criti
theseinmarriedouplesvhether they are
samesex or opposkex coupleslost

2008 25

1990 21

Note: Based onpersonsages 17 and younger Numbers may not total
,éj{) % due to rounding. Parents may be biological, adoptive or
I -Stepparents.

Source: Pew Reseach Center calculations of Decennial Census and
American Community Survey data

PewResearchCenter

young adults, agetoI®, are not. Aske

about sanrsex couples raising children,
only28%of the youngest adults say this
who say it is. Adults ages 88 an@ges0t

rising trend is bad for society, compared with 58% of the oldest adt

064 fall in between, at 44% and 43% critiealtivesp




There also are large gaps in disapproval

ratings between the youngest 348t ( Views on Gay and Lesbian Couples Raising

i Children
and oldest adults (58%) over unmarried % : : . ;
o ) ) ® saying increase is &
couples raising children. They also disag -~
about unmarried people living tofjether = Bad [ Good B No difference
only 27% of the youngest adultsssay th Al 12] i |

growing trend is badsmiety, compared
with 64% of the oldest adultsfedidhat
way

50
Women 14‘ 45 ‘

Gender is strongly linked to differing

attitudes on sagex couples raising White 12| 42 |
children, but less so to attitudes about Black 46
unmarried couples raising children or Hispanic 11 42 |
unmaried couples living together. Men
(50%) are markedly mikedythan 18-29 20 | 50 |
women (35%) say the risegay and 30-49 11 41 |
lesbian couplassinghildrers bad for 50-64 10| 42 |
societyThis is true even at young ages: 65+ 58
33% of men agesdB9 are critical,
compared wi#8% of wmen ithatage College 17 | 43 |
group. Some college ‘
HS grad ‘

The gender gap is even wider among adi
ages 50 and older: 60% of niestage

Less than HS

group say sasex couples bringing up East 12] 52 |
children is bad for society, compared wijtt Midwest 13 39 |
39% of similarly aged women who say $¢ South 48 (o] 38 |

There are no significifiérencamong West 16 | 40 |
Americans of different education levelsi|ir, o

i i o . Note: oO0Dondt know/ Ref us. élidpnics axesop o 1
views on unmarried couplisgng children | any race. whites and blacks include only non-Hispanics

and on unmarried coulplewy together RESR R

overall

But on the question of ssarecouples raising childmlege graduatedeast likely to betical. Among
those with a college degrees8g%his growing trend is bad for soaepared with more thanifeten
Americans with some coldgeatio(®6%) adultsvith a high schdgdlomaut no college (44%) or those
without a high schdiploma (46%).

By regiarpeople living in the Midwest and South are more critical than those livofglirttihecEgpes
of unmarried couples tésigaly and lesbian couples raising children, unmarried couples raising children and
unmarried cples living together.



Public attitudes on samecouples have softened in recent years. In a 2007 Pew Research Center survey, 5
of adults said that gay and lesbian couples raising children was bad for society, compared with 43% in the
survey. A gwing shaiie34% in 2007 and 41% inRE&y t hi s rising trend doe:

Along these lineseeent analysis by the Researdbener for théeople & the Présand that for the
first time in 15 years of polling, less than half of adults cpprseaaage. In two polls conducted earlier
this year, 42% favored allowing gays and

lesbians to marry, compai#t48% who Views on Unmarried Couples Living Together
were oposed. As recently as 2009, 37% wer& sSaying increase is &
in favor while 54% were opposed. Age is mBad 2 Good 0 No difference

strongly linked to attitudes about gay marriag
Older adults are less likely than younger one
favor gay marriage.

Al 43 9 46

Using generational framework, more than he Women 42 7] 48 |
of the Millenial generatioradults younger
than 30 favor allowing sasex marriage
(53%, compared with 29% of adults ages 65
and older, the-salled Silent Generation.
Among adults ages 30 to 45 (Generation X)),
analysis found that 48% favor allowirgpgame
marriage. Amomaby Boomeeges 46 to 64,
38% favor allowing gays and lesbians to mal 30-49
50-64
65+

e
ver, N 55|
=
.

White

Black

Hispanic

18-29

As for malemale cohabitation, other survey
data offer evidence of rising approval over
recent decades. In 1981, an ABC

News/Washington Post poll asked whether

East I L0| 55

. Midwest
pepl e approved or dilc idwes i 7] 48 oy
women living together without being married South i
they want to, or s West 38 12| 47 | alvendt
formed an opinion ongo.. Alp,tslal, ol RdWE ¢ siepdhid s |

disapproved and 40% approved. The shar¢ ofany race. Whites and blacks include only non -Hispanics

. PewResearchCenter
adults who approve has risen staazi§7,
in response to a similar question in a
Gallup/USA Today poll, 55% approved of live
in couples while 27% disapproved.

Cohabitation has grown sharply in the U.S. in recent decades. Since 1990, when the Census Bureau first ¢
people to designatt hems el ves on the census form as ounmar
nearly doubled. In 2008, 6.2 million households were headed by people in cohabiting relationships, accord
the American Community Survey. They includddl Ss6Bd¥X couples.


http://pewresearch.org/pubs/1755/poll-gay-marriage-gains-acceptance-gays-in-the-military

In 20085%0f househis (onén-twenty were
headed laycohabiting couple, up from 3% in
1990. During that same time period, the sh:
marrieecouple households fell to 51% in 20(
from 57% in 1990.

The number of cohabiting holdsehas grown

more sharply for Hispanics than for whites ar

blacks. (The Hispanic population overall is
growing more rapidly.) In 2008, cohabiting
couples accountedBfdof Hispanic
households, and 5% each of white and blag
households.

Census Buredata indicate ti#&b of the
nationds chi |l ddwaghn vy
cohabiting parents in 2008t share rose fron
3% in 1990. About 4.3 million children lived
with oppositeex cohabiting parents in 2008,
and about 204,000 children lived wittispare
samesex cohabiting couples in 2008.

According to other researchers, most of the
increase in the percentage of children being
to unmarried women since 1990 is due to b
to women who are living with an unmarried
partner® Arecent Census Bureau repsirtg

data from the Current Population Survey,

estimated that of 4 million women who gave
birth in 2008, 425,000 were living with an

)

174

1rg;,oof
DE

k

O

Views on Unmarried Couples Raising
Children

saying increase is &

mBad T Good ©ONo difference

All

3

4 43
Men

Women

White
Black
Hispanic

18-29
30-49
50-64

65+

East
Midwest
South
West

Note: oDondt
of any race. Whites and blacks include only non -Hispanics

PewResearchCenter

unmarried partngr.

30 Andrew @erlin The MarriageR®aindnopf, New York, 2009.

1J ane LertilityDof Aengerican Wom2aog o6

Q Rapulatiam Reports, 888, U.S. Census Bureau, Washington, D.C. 2010.

know/ Ref u s Hispanics ages



http://www.census.gov/prod/2010pubs/p20-563.pdf

Working Mothers

On the 8ing trend for mothers of young
children working outside the home, 37% of
adults disapprove, 21% approve and 38% ¢
makes little difference. There are fewer strg
differences across groups than on question
about unmarried and sserecouples raising
children.

Attitudesre similar for men and women, an
among age groups. Men ages 50 and oldet
(45%), however, are somewhat more critica
than women in this age group (35%).

By race and ethnicity, whites (38%) and
Hispanics (41%) are more criticalldicka b
(29%). Hispanic women (48%) are notable
their criticisraf working mothers of young
childreneasilgurpassing white woii3&6),
black men (269b)ackvomen (31%) and
Hispanic men (33%) in their disapproval.

Most mothers are now in the fatua,
including mothers of chilgmmger tha

but that was not always the case. The shar|
mothers in the labor force rose to 71% in 2
from 47% in 1975. Among mothers of child
younger th&) 60%were in the labor folice
2008 comparedith 34% in 1975.

Views on Working Mothers of Young Children

on . . . .
;a@nsay| ng increase is &
n H Bad OGood O No difference
S
al |
; 2| o |
o al »
] w
Black 31 ‘ 38 ‘
fc . _
Hispanic 41 22 33
o | ® |
2| v |
50-64
al s
e
D(
€ White men 18 ‘ 38 ‘
Black men 33 ‘ 39 ‘
Hispanic men 29 ‘ 34 ‘
White women 20 ‘ 39 ‘
Black women 30 ‘ 37 ‘

Hispanic women

Note: o0Dondt k n onsdsRat shaws Eligpanics ages
of any race. Whites and blacks include only non -Hispanics

PewResearchCenter




According to the Bureau of Labor Statis
Hispanic mothers of young children are
likelythan other such mothers to be in th
labor force. Among Hispanibensof

children younger than 3, 47% were in th
labor force in 2008. Comparable shareg

racial groups are 59% for white mothers

62% for black mothers.

Other survey data show that over the p
several decades, the public has becom
inclined tbelieve that a working mother
can do just as good a job with her child
a stayathome mother. Answering a
General Social Survey question that as
whet her a working
just as warm and secure a relationship
her children asnather who does not
work, 6 60% agreed

tics, )
%share of Mothers who are in the Labor Force,

885752008
&%)

e=me\\/ith children younger than 18

80 With children younger than 3

—

71
70

60

47
50

40

e
30

r34

KE 20

1975 1980 1990 2000 2008
WEblrce: U.S. Department of Labor, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics;
Women in the Labor Force: A Databook (2009 Edition) September

2009, Report 1018 (Current Population Survey data)
in 1985, I n 2 0 0 8PewResearchCenter

of respondents agreed.



http://data.bls.gov/cgi-bin/print.pl/cps/wlftable5.htm
http://data.bls.gov/cgi-bin/print.pl/cps/wlftable5.htm

Childless Women

As for rising childlessness, 29% of Amer

say this trend is bad for sotiEty say it is
good and the majdri§5% say it makes
little differenc& here is little differemce
attitudeby gender but t here
pattern by agEhis trend is the only one

tested about which the youngest adults 4
more concerned than older ones: 37% of :
to 29yearolds say it is bad for society tha
more women do not have children, which
nine or 10 percentage points higher than

older age groups.

By race and ethnic group, the increase if
women without children is of more conce
to blacks (39%) and Hispanics (42%6) tha

whites (25%); whites areentigely to say it
does not makmichdifference.

Childlessness has risen rapidly in recent
decades. In 1980, 10% of women &ges 4

44 had no biological children. In 2@®8,
share had riseri8%.Childlessness has
risen among all racial ancceghops, but
white women are the most likely not to h
had their own biological children.

Aside from the issue of how Americans
characterize the impact of growing
childlessness on society, data from anot
survey indicate that they are less willing

criticize people who do not have children.

1988, 39% di sagree
never had children
according to the General Social Survey.
2002, 59% disagreed.

iC@Rsvs on Women Not Ever Having Children
% saying increase is &
EBad O Good O No difference
y All 29 11 55
. B |
' ven ] 5|
f Women 10‘ 56 ‘
t
' white  [JESI 11| 59 |
= > D
Hispanic 10‘ 42
N
|
w0 DGR o |
1
s NEMER] 5|
svor MEMNO 5|
o HEMS 5
jQNot e: oDondt know/ Ref u s Blispanics azesop o
any race. Whites and blacks include only n on-Hispanics
PewResearchCenter

Li\&hare of Women Ages 40-44 with No Children,
1976-2008
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Note: Percentages reflect women with no biological children.

Source: Pew Research Center calculations of Decennial Census and
American Community Survey data
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Racial Intermarriage

The increase in people of different races

Views on People of Different Races
Marrying Each Other

marrying each other is degodi for % saying increase is @
society by 25% of all adultbaahdbr mBad B Good 0No difference
society by 14% of ad#itdly 60% say they Nl . ‘ 60 ‘
think it makes no differefbere are some
differences by age and race groups. The
intermarriage treisdcriticized by 30% of Men 26 ‘ >8 ‘
Americans ages 65 and older, but the women [FEY 28 | £ |
proportion among younger age groups is
than half of that. white [JEE 22 | 61 |
Whites (15%) and Hispanics (13%) are m Black [ 27 | £ |
critical than blacks (6%). There is a gap Hispanic 30 \ 54 \
between the most and least educated
Americans on this que?ﬁgﬂy 8"/@‘ . 18-29 E 37 ‘ 57 ‘
college gra('juates say mwngw.arrlage is 30.49 26 ‘ o1 ‘
bad for society, compared with 22% of thc
without a high school diploma. °0-64 19 ‘ 65 ‘
oo MEMM s |

Intermarriagedefined as marriage betwee

; H Note: o0Doné6t know/ Refusedd respo
el.ther PeOple of d_lﬁereht raclee'@ee_n any race. Whites and blacks include only non -Hispanics.
Hispanics and sdispaniéshas risen in PewResearchCenter

recait decadels 2008, mein-twelve

—+

married couples inclisigouses of differer
races or ethnic gro@yesording taecent
Pew Research Center repatong newly
married couplesyoubnein-seven include
spouses of different races or ethnic grod
This proportion has risen sharply since
driven in part by changes in cultural nort
the ending of legal prohibitions against
interracial marriage and the large influx
immigants from Latin America and Asia.

In surveys conducted over the past decac
whites have grown more accepting of
interracial marriage within their own
families. The proportion of whites who s
they owould be fi
marriage to someone wtblack, Hispanic

ai

ne

Intermarriage Trend, 1960 -2008
% marriedto someone of a different r ace/ethnicity

15 15
10 Newly married 8
5
Currently married
0
1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2008

Sburce: Newly married numbers for 1980 and earlier are calculated
from the 1980 Census, and other numbers are calculatedfrom the
o8 Am¥¥idanlco munﬂl Sur\';e)/@\[gS).aC relntly)/mgri&i mumbers
are from 2005 and 2008 ACS and U.S. DecenniaCensus data, based
on Integrated Public -Use Microdata Series(IPUMS) samples.

PewResearchCenter
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or Asian rose to 61% in 2009 from 53% in 20p1;
according to tRew Researcle nt e r 8 s | Margeg freeple More Critical of
report. However, black approval of interracial ?emqgrqphlc Tre.nds _ _
marriage declined somewhat. In 2009, 72% aof % saying increase in each is bad for society
blacks said they would be fine if a family memt ® Married B Unmarried
wanted to marry someone from one of the thre' g e women having S 75
other groups. In 2001, 81% said so. children 62
Family Type and Attitudes

Unmarried couples 51
There are notable differences by marital status raising children 34
family type on questions about whether specifis
types afiewlivingarrangemersdse bad for Gay and lesbian 5 49

. . .. couples raising
soeety. Married adults are more critical than children 35
unmarried adults of single mothers, unmarried
livein couples with and without children, and People living together 52
samesex couples raising children. Married pare Withoutbeing married 32
also are more critical of these arrangements th
areunmarried pares. Mothers of young 3 41
chllc_JIren working

For example, 75% of married adults are criticgl outside the home *
singlevomen who have babies without a man|tc
help raise them, compared with 62% of unmarried
adults who say this growing trend is bad for PewRescarchCenter

societyAbout half of married adults say it is bad

for socty that more people live together without being married (52%), more unmarried couples are raising
children (51%) and more s@mRreouples are raising children (49%pddhighard of unmarried adults

say these trends are bad for society.

(Unmarriedaaults include those living with a partner, divorced or separated, singiaraied nawver
widowed. Widowed adults are more conservative on these questions than the other groups of unmarried
adults.)

Married adults (41%) are more critical thanedhasuits (33%) of mothers of young children working

outside the home. Parental status makes a difference on this question: Married parents (43%) are more cri
of working mothers tlamemarried adults without children (31%) and all unmarrig¢@3Sa)jeertspecially

single, nevenarried adults with children (21%).



Party and Religiosity

There are notable differences in attitudes toward
.. . .. .| Trends

survey by political party, ideology and religiosity. o _ , ,

. .\ . % saying increase in e&h is bad for society
Generdl, Republicans, political conservatives an
adults who attend religious services at least wee
are more critical of these growing trends than ar 61
Democrats, moderates and liberals, and less Unmarried couples 30

raising children

® Republicans @ Democrats @ Independents

religiously observant adults "

On all seven new arrangemeets, tespublicans

were more critical than Democrats. There are ge _ 65
. Gay and lesbian

of 30 percentage points or more between the sh couples raising 30

of Republicans and Democrats critical of the inci children 40

in unmarried couples raising childreng61% v

30%), unmarried couples (63%82%0) ad same 63
sex couples raising children &3%%). There People living together T

also are gaps by ideology, with political conseryi Without being married

being more critical than moderates or liberals 39

(except for rising childlessness, where conservatives | B B Y O
and moderates dosimw a statisticallynificant

diffeencg

The most religious Americans, as defined by attendance at services at least weekly, also are more critical
nontraditional arrangeméesept interracial marristga) are less religious athuise who attend

servies less oftefror example, 67% say it is bad for society that more unmarried people are living together,
compared with 37% of the moderately rélilgeasvho attend services monthly ande26Yo of the least

religious adulthose who seldom ever attend religious servidessay So.

Links to Other Attitudes

Criticism or acceptance of these new living arrangements is linked to other attitudes about social change.
Specifically, adults who are critical of single mothseg, s@uptes ragsahildren and other-non

traditional arrangements also are likely tdhzgtlergrowing variety of family arrangements is g bad thing
that a child needs both a mother and father at home torlbiesthapgyjage is best when spouses have
traditonal gender roles.

As one example, people who say a child needs both a mother and father at home to be happy are more lil
than those who disagree with that statement to say single metléfs ) 88%awsex couples raising
children (58%&V18%)are bad for society.



Growing Variety of Family Types

On the question of whether the growing varietyof _ _ _
family living arrangements is good ordsad, | Views on Growing Variety of Family Types,

Americans ameutral or acceptiBg% say it is a 3y Asgea - Cncrease is &
good thing, 32% say it makeslifferencand ’ y J
29% say it is a bad thing for society mBad ©Good [INo difference

All 9 34 32

Age is an important dividing line on this questi
The younger the persioa more likelye or she
isto say the growing variety is a godu 46i¥1g

of 18to-29yearolds do, compared with 24% of 18-29 46 39
thoseage$§5 ad older. Similarly, older 30-49 0 35 30
Americans are more likely than younger ones

say these new arrangements are a Haallthing. 50-64 28 35

41% of Americans ages 65 and older say thes 65+ oa | 28
changes are bad, compared with 11% of those _

18t0 29 Note: 0 Dondt know/ Refusedd respo

PewResearchCenter

There are no overall gedifi@rencesn this
guestion, but there is somewhat of a divide among

men and womgounger th&®. Women agestd89 (44%) are more likely than similarly aged men (35%)

to sayhe growing variety of family living arrangemegotsddhing. Amongytbengest adults, agde 18

29, there also is a gender difference: Most women in this age group say the new arrangements are a good
(55%) while half of men (50%) say it makes no difference. Among men and women ages 50 and older, thel
no gendetifference

By race and ethnicity, Hispanics (55%) are more likely than whites (29%) or blaths (&¥86) to say
arrangements argood thing. Both whites (32%) and blacks (24%) are more likely than Hispanics (15%) to s
these new arrangements ackthibg.

Americans with the lovieatls aéducation and income (who, according to census data, are the least likely to
be married) are more likely tooapmthe growing variety of family living arrangements. For example, 49%

of those without a hsghool diploma and 39% of thosawithl incosiender $30,000 say the growing

variety is good.

Marital Status Makes a Difference

Maital statusiakes a difference in attitiiesied peop{87%)are more likely than the currently
unmarrie{L9%)Yo disapprowéthese new arrangemaritse Pew Research Center sAs/gyght be

expected, adults who are living with an unmarried partner (56%) are more inclined than married adults (29
to see these new arrangements as a gddemseingro amarrently cohabiti@®6%)are morékelythan

people who have lived with an unmarried partner in the wasay3h®new arrangements are a good

thing



Parental status also makes a difference i
people respond: 33% of partgared
with 18%of norparentssay the new
arrangements are a bad thing. (Parents t¢
beolder, which also plays a slegng
parents, those who are married are more
critical thaarethose who are single or livin
with a partner.

Religiosity, conservative idgelnd
Republican Party affiliation also are linke
with higher disapproval ratings for the ney
types of living arrangements. For exampls
45% of very religious Americans (those w
attend religious services at least weekly)
these new arrangementshae thing,
compared with only 15% of theeigious
(defined as those who seldom or never g
religious services). Republicans (48%) ar
more likely than Democrat%jlor
independentsrfa) toconsidethese new
arrangements bad.

Attitudes abouttlgrowing variety of

Americans® family |
in hand with other views about social chat
People who are optimistic about the futur
marriage are more likely than those who :
pessimistic or uncertairsayhat the variety

%
:prl
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inliving arrangements is ga@8% share of

1 how _ :
Growing Variety of Family Types:

Good, Bad or Makes No Difference?
say i ng

EBad

All

Men
Women

White
Black

Hispanic

College
Some college
HS grad

Less than HS -

Married

Unmarried

East
Midwest
South
West

increase is é
0 Good O No difference
% | w2 |
3 | 30 |
2 | s
o | =
55 | 26 |
w | = |
33 | 30 |
B 2 | 3 |
49 | 28 |

37 29 | 28 |
39 | 3 |
s | @
322 | 33 |
31 | 29 |

4 | 31 |

a‘rﬁot e:nddtDok now/ Refusedo
any race. Whites and blacks include only non -Hispanics

responses

PewResearchCenter |

optimists say so, compared with a 25% share

hand

of those pessimistic or unceftase who disagree that a child needs a home with both a mother and father tc
grow up happily (42850 are more likely to sayetlvearrangements are a gooddbimgared with those
whobelieve a child needs both pg@e¥is Americans who prefer a mavhiage husband and wife have
traditional gender roles (23%) are less blagtlygmew variety goothamarethose whprefer a marriage

where both spouses have more sinsi(d0f6)e Americans who disapprove of gay and lesbian couples raising

children are more likely to be critical of the new arrangementsafefl¥e3¢haho approve of those

couples (5%).

Attitud es and Definition of Family

People who disapprove of some of the new types of living arrangements also are less willing than those wi
approving or neutral to desariberried cohabiting caupigparentsagamily. As detailed in Segtion



nealy all adults say that they consider a married couple with children to be a famiijteNelabemiree

a married couple without children or a single parent with children as arfdenilgakittat an unmarried
couple with children is alyatdowever, only 63% say a-saxeouple with children is a family; 45% say a
samesex couple without children is a;famdiy3% saineein unmarried coupléghout children is a

family.

On the question of whether a single parent with thtlaeedefinition of family, most adults say yes, no
matter whether they approve or disapprovéwngawnangements in general. Howevertheaps in

the willingness to define a single parent as a family betweagtdesbavhaahild sediherand

fathetto behappy (81%f whom say a single parent with children i} anfduhibse who disagree §93%
whom say a single parent with children i9.& fearé\also are gaps on this question between those who
approve and disappofsamsex parents.

Similar patterns prevail when respondeskedaieetheunmarried couples with childoastitute a
family. Most adults say yes, but there is an approval gap linked to attitudes phceritggns about
changing famélgrangementiose who say a child needber lsuad fathier ordeto be happy, and those
who have differing opinions about gender roles in

marriage. _ _ _
Have you Ever Lived with a Partner without

When it comes to sasae couples with Being Married?

childrenless than halfaalults who say new | % saying yes

types of liviparrangements are generally a be All

thing(33%)say thitype of househ@dc

family compared with much higher shares Men

amonghose who endotise new arrangements Women

(80%)or say they make no difference.(&5%)

might be expected, only 30% of those who si 18-29

samesex parents are bad for society agree th 30-49

sameaex couples with children are a family, 50-64

compared with about imien adults among 65+

those who endorse (92%) the rising number

sams ex parents or dojn White

difference (89%)alf dthose who say a child Black

needs a nierandatheto be happy (50%) say Hispanic

sameaex couples with children are a family
compared wi89% of those who disatipatea

i Parents wichildren <18
child needs a mother and a father to be hapg arents wichridren <

Married w/children <18
Supporters of traditional gender roles in Unmarried w/children <18
marrage (45%) are less likely to consider sarye : ,

! ) . Note: Hispanics are of any race. Whites and blacks include only
sex couples with children to be a famaégethan non-Hispanics
supporters of similar gender roles (71%).

PewResearchCenter




Cohabiting Adults

This sectiaxplorethe experiences and attitudes of adults who say they have ever livadiadth an unm
partner.

Cohabitation in the U.S. has become so established that most couples who marry these dajs live together
But as an arrangement, it is quite varied, including couples who live together for differing amounts of time ¢
who may or magt have children.

Among survey respondents, 44% say thegdchaith a partner without being meg@&af whan
cohabited in the past & avBo say they are doing sé’now.

The age group most likely to have lived with an unmarried ptoth@yea8ids, more than half of
whom (3%) say they have done so. 8lpfladults &b and older say they have lived with an unmarried
partner. By gender, mé¥ddare somewhat more likely than wéBfgriq say they have cohabited.

Some 47% ldacksay they have cohabited, compared with 44% of whitestisp&828\aiong black

men, B% haveohabitedompared witl8% of black women. There are no differences between people of
different levels of education or income on the quegtibardhe ever have cohabited, but the lowest

income adults are more likely than the highest income adults to be currently in an unmarried partnership.
Younger pareiitthose with childrgaunger tha@ are more likely to have cohab8#g {ban those

whose children atbage$8 and oldeB@n0).

Most married parents of children under 18 say teegibakiabited (57%), but most unmarried parents of
children under 18 say they 8a%@.(According to a recent estimate by researchers bésed the data
National Surveyramily Growtid0% of children spend some time in a cohabiting family*by age 12

Those with conservative ideolsy &8e less likely to havelitad thaaremoderates§%) or liberals

(53%). By religiosjtthe most religio(7% of adults who attend services at leasaxedeklsd) likely to
have cohabitedmpared withemoderately religiouS%bf those who attend services marigggand
those who anet religiou$8%6 of those who seldom or never go to kervices

Step toward Marriage?

Among Americans who have ever lived with an unmarried partnethinéai(§4%) say they thought

about it as a step toward marriageclides 53% of those now living with a partner, compared with 67% of
those who cohabited in theTgeste are no significant differences by age, race or gender on this question,
among people who ever lived with a partner.

Adultsnvithannual incosmef$75,000 or more (69%) are more likely than thaseweitincosander
$30,000 (59%) to say they saw cohabitation as a step toward marriage. And, as might be expected, a high

32 Andrew @erlin The MarriageRanindnopf, New York, 2009.

33 Numbers may not add to total because of rounding.

%Sheeldennedg nd Larry Bumpass. vidgArangementstNew astimatasdronCieiUnitddr Statess Bemabgiraphic
Researciol 19, article 47. Rostock, Germany. 200


http://www.demographic-research.org/Volumes/Vol19/47/default.htm

share of married former cohabiters (74%) 3
they viewed living togetlea atep toward
marriage, compared with currently unmarri
people who have ever cohabited (56%).

Par
ed,

Some 70% of sadiscribed conservatives say
theythought about cohabiting as a step towgal
marriagecomparedith 59% diberalsnd
66% ofnoderates. Thaast religious
Americans (defined as seldom or never go
services) also are least likely to have thoud

wil

ht of

Do you think you
and your partner

e:
naé@ who are currently living with a partner; n=206.

a . .
X/Iost Cohabiters Expect to Marry Their

tners
who say ¢é

BYes ONo

69

| marry someday? 25

0Dond6t know/ Refusedd res

PewResearchCenter

cohabiting as a step toward mar6age

compared wit2%of thanoderately religiqagtending services monthly) andfth@&sery religus

(attending services at least weekly).

Looking actual experiendegat ninén-tenmarried

people who have cohsayteldelyvedwith their

current spouse before they got mab®86 only with their current spouse and 30% with their aiseent spo
andwithsomeone else. Married adultanvitial incomef $75,000 or more who cohabited in the past are
notably more likely to have lived only with their current spouse before thep it )imeanree@ married

people withnnual incomande$30,000 (43%).
Lowerincome adults #48&%)aremore likely than
the higher income adults to have lived both with
spouse and someone28%e) (

As for the marital intentions of people who curre
are cohabiting, 69% say they expect they daly sa
marry that person, 25
6% dondét know.or woul

Economic Considerations

About a third of adults (32%) who ever have live
with an unmarried partner say finances were an
important consideration in their decismmvéoin
together. Blacks (44%) are more likely than whit
(30%) to say so. So aréo3®yearolds (38%)
compared with-50 64yearolds (25%).

The Census Bureau recently relegapedhoting
that the number of rHal@ale cohabiting couples

increased to 7.5 million this year from 6.7 million ig,

2009. Analyzing the characteristics of cohabiting

Were Household Finances an Important
Reason You Moved In with a Partner?

tl%a'rwh 0O say é

ENo

All

n

A exp

d White
Black
d Hispanic
$75K+

e
$50K-$74K
$30K-$49K
LT $30K

Note: 0 Dondt know/ Ref usedo Baseds |
.on those who ever have lived with a partner without
I ing married; n=1,228. Hispanics are of any race.
) Whites and blacks include only non-Hispanics
PewResearchCenter

couples, the report found, among other things, t

hat a

ect


http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/Inc-Opp-sex-2009-to-2010.pdf

higher shauof men did not work in newly formed 2010 couples, compared with newly formed 2009 couples.

The report said, o0Taken together, the ways in w
couples suggest that economic situations sucteas lomgaployment may have contributed to the
increase inopposite x cohabiting cou®les between 2009 and

%RoséM.Kreidey 01 nc r e aSexCohahitingdQopptes fiorn 2009 to 2010 in the Annual Social and Economic Sypplement (ASE
to the Current Population Survey (CPS),6 Housing, and Househo
September 15, 2010ty //www.censugiov/population/www/socdemoABppsex2009to-2010.pdf
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Appendices
Appendix 1: Glossary

Family. The Census Bureau definition @ tmare people related by,bindrriage or adoption. In the Pe
Research Center survey, when respondents were asked about their own family or families in general, the v
was not defined.

Children-When wused in connection with findings from
children of any agdess age is specified.

Parentsl n analyses of Pew Research Center survey d:¢
having had one or more children, including voluntgeseehssepho say they consider themselves the

c hi | d( r ergyardian. Ip @GensasrBtreau data, this term includes people who are biological parents,
stepparents, or adoptive parems.er e not ed, an adult who is cohabi
considered a parent to that child.

Married: Pew Research teemespondents were not asked the gender of theihsgeiseResearch

Center survey thus neither excluded from nor specifically incdedexbsples in the universe of married
couple respondent s. P e opl elassifilecdbas suchénramalysesyusing ICensus e |
Bureau data, regardless of whethepdtlusie is present or absent. Users should note that marital status in this
report is based on the population ages 18 and older; Census Bureau publicatiomeayé@aésifijuseport

based on the population ages 15 and older.

Divorced, SeparatedUnless otherwise noted, divorced and separated adults are incluceegory single
in both Census Bureau data and Pew Research Cdatar survey

Single:A category fanalysis of unmarried adults in Pew Research Center survey data, this group includes
survey respondents who never married and do not live with a partner. However, in the wording of survey
guestions, the word o0single®dudftsr svhtoo aalel depsacp
parents may have been married in the past or may currently live with a partner.

Unmarried: Unless otherwise specified, this includes the follewvieidap@mng categories in the Pew

Research Center survey: ddultswith a partner; newverrried adults who do not live with a partner (also
referred to as o0singledéd); adults who are divorc
widowed and do not live with a partner.

Ever married and never maied: In some analyses of survey data, adults are compared based on whether c
not they ever have been married.

Cohabiting, living with partner: Sameex partners and oppgsitepartners are included in both Census
Bureau and Pew Research Centedata®yunmarried couples who live together.

Gayl n some cases, 0gayd6é i s used as-sexdouplesohand f or
parents.



College graduate Any description of adults with a college education includes adititisaled@cition
beyond a college degree.

Raceo Bl ackdé (or OAfri can -Hispenic adaltaof these racesdHispawitsican bed
of any race.

Regionno East , 0 oWest, 6 OMi dwest o0 andBueS8wAmapandr ef er
listing can be foundtib://www.census.gov/geo/www/us_regdiv.pdf
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Appendix 2: Topline Questionnaire

PEW SOCIAL & DEMOGHAIC TRENDS
OCTOBER2010 AMERICAN FAMILYSURVEY
FINAL TOPLINE
OCT 1-21, 2010
TOTAL N=2,691

NOTE: ALL NUMBERS ARPERCENTAGES. THERCENTAGES GREATHBRAN ZERO BUT LESS A#l 0.5 %
ARE REPLACED BY ANSAERISK (*). COLUMNBROWS MAY NOT TOTAI100% DUE TO ROUNDIN®NLESS
OTHERWISE NOTED, AOIRENDS REFERENGURVEYS FROM SOCI& DEMOGRAPHIC TRENS AND THE
PEW RESEARCH CENTEBR THE PEOPLE & THHRESS.

ASK ALL:
Q.1 First please tell me how satisfied you are with your lifenamddaylou say you &EAD IN ORDER

45 Very disfied

47 Mostly satisfied

4 Mostly dissatisfied

2 Very dissatisfied

1 Don't know/RefusédOL.)

ASK ALL:

Q.2 Now thinking about the future of our country. Can you tell me whether you feel generally optimistic or generally
pessimistic about eatedbllowing. FifREAD AND RANDOMIZE]JIF NECESSARY 0 Do you feel g
optimistic or generally pessimistic about this?]

Uncertain DK/Ref
Optimistic Pessimisti (VOL.) (VOL))

a. The moral and ethical standards in our country 41 51 3 4

b. The soundness of our economic system over the 46 49 3 3

C.  Our ability to get along with other countries in the 56 36 4 4

d. The institution of marriage and the family 67 27 3 3

€. Our system of education 50 43 3 3
ASK ALL:

Q.3 These days there seems to be a growing variety in the types of family arrangements that people live in. Overall, d
think this is a good thing, a bad thing, or dondt vy

34 Good thing

29 Bad thing

32 No difference

5 Dondét kn¢w®L)Ref use



ASK ALL:
Q.3a Some people say that the present institution of marriage is becoming obsolete. Do you agree or disagree?

Oct Oct Time/Yankelovich,Skellyé
2010 2010 (RVs) Mar 1978 (RVSs)
39 36 Agee 28
58 61 Disagree 72
4 3 Dondt kn¢vdL)Re *
N=2,021 N=1,044
MARITAL Are you currently married, living with a partner, divorced, separated, widowed, or have you never been
married@F RESPONDENSAYS 0S|I NGLE, 6 PROBE TAEGIRYBRMI NE WHI CH
APPROPRIATE)
53 Married
8 Living with a partner
11 Divorced
3 Separated
6 Widowed
20 Never been married

1 Dondt kn¢vwL)Re

ASK IF LIVING WITH PARTNER (MARITAL=2n=206]

M2 Have you ever been married?
33 Yes
67 No

0 D o rkidow/Refuse@/OL.)

ASK IF EVER BEEN MARRIED (MARITAL=1,3,4,5 OR M2fi51,919]

M3 Have you been married more than once, or not?
26 Yes
74 No
* Dondt kno¢wL)Re

ASK IF MARRIED MORE THAN ONCE AND NOT CURRENTLY DIVORCED (M3=1 AND MARITAE) OR
PAST MARRIED & IVING WITH A PARTNER (WP) (M2=1): [n=475]
M4 Have you ever been divorced?

88 Yes
12 No
0 Dondt kno¢wL)Re

M2/M3/M4, BASED ON TOTAL

Marriage experience Divorce experience
74  Ever marrigNET) 74  Eve marriedNET)
55 Married once 26 Ever divorced
19 Married twice+ 48 Never divorced
* Dondt know/ R * Dondt know/ |
25 Never married 25 Never married

1 Dondt kn¢vw®L)Re 1 Dondt tHsedvoL.)R



ASK ALL NOT LWP (MARITAL=1,3,4,5,6,9):
LWP2 Have you ever lived together with a partner without being married, or not?

LWP2/MARITALBASED ON TOTAL

Feb
2007
44 Ever lived with part{BiET) 36
8 Live with partner now 4
36 Ever have 32
56 Never lived with partner 63
* Don't know/Refus€dOL) 1

ASK IF YES TO LWP2 & MARRIED (LWP2=1 & MARITAL=1)
LWP3 Did you live with your current spouse before you got married, someone else, or have you done both?

LWP2/LWP3BASED ONMARRIED [n=1,306]

Feb
2007
37 Ever lived with part{BIET) 32
22 Lived with spouse 22
11 Lived with both current spouse and somec 7
3 Lived with someone else 2
1 Don't know/Refus€dOL.) 1
63 Never lived with partner 68
* Don't know/RefusédOL.) *

KIDS1 Do you have any childisibERage 18P RESPONDENT VOLUNTEERS THAT THEY HAVE
STEPCHILDREN, ASRD you consider yourdEIMORE THAN ONRBheir/IF ONEhis or her) patesr
guardian, or not?

KIDS2 Do you have any ADULT children age 18 or older, including any who live (6f RESP@NDENT
VOLUNTEERS THAT THEY HAVE STEPCHILDREN, B8Kou consider yourdEIMORE THAN ONE:
their/IF ONEhis or her) parentguardian or not?

KIDS1/KIDS2

29 No children

34 Have children under age 18
24 All children under age 18
10 Both under 18 and older than 1¢

37 All children ages 18 and older
* Don't know/RefusédOL.)



ASK IF MARRIED OR LIVING WITRARTNER AND HAVE KIDS [MARITAL=1,2 AND (KIDS1=1 OR

KIDS2=1)]:[n=1,267]

K2 Did you have any of your children before ydb WMé&BRIED:married to your current spolS&WP:living
with your current partner)?

29 Yes
71 No
* Dondt kn¢vwL)Re

ASK IF KIDS UNDER 18 AND EITHER NOT MARRIED OR HAD KIDS BEFORE THEY WERE MARRIED
[((KIDS1=1) AND (MARITAL=29 OR K2=1)]{n=604]
K2a Do your childrasNDERage 18 live in your household all of the time, part of the time, or none of the time?

65 All ofthe time

22 Part of the time

13 None of the time

1 Some part time/some full {fh@L.)

0 Dondét kn¢wlL)Ref us

ASK IF KIDS UNDER 18 (KIDS1={n=1,043]
K3 How old is your YOUNGEST child?

23 02
17 35
35 6-12
23 1317

2 Do n 6 t/Refusedv®L.)

7.7 Mean age
7.0 Median age

ASK IF KIDS 18+ (KIDS2=1)n=1,206]

K4 Are any of your children ages 18 and older living in your household, or not?
32 Yes
68 No
* Dondt kn¢vwL)Re

ASK ALL:

E3 Are you now employelitime, partime or not employgtiTERVIEWER: IF RESPONDENT VOLUNTEERS
THAT THEY WORK IN THE HOME, I.E. CARING FOR THEIR KIDS OR BEING A HOMEMAKER, ASK:
Are you now employed FOR PAthfiell partime, or not employed for pay.]

58 EmployddNET)

46 Fulttime
12 Parttime
41 Not employe@NET)
27 Not employed
1 RetiredVOL.)

12 StudengvOL.)
1 Dondét kn¢v®L)Re



ASK IF MARRIED OR LWP (MARITAL=1,2n=1,512]
E4 Is yourlF MARRIED:spousdF LWP: partner) now employedtiaile, partime or not employed?

65 Employe(NET)

56 Fultime
9 Parttime
34 Not employe@ET)
22 Not employed
1 RetiredVOL.)

11 StudentvVOL.)
1 Dondt kn¢v®L)Re

ASK ALL:

AGE Whatis your age?
21 1829
35 3049
26 5064

16 65 and older
2 Dondt kn¢vwL)Re

ASK ALL:
Q4 Next, please tell me whether you are satisfied or dissatisfied, on the whole, with the following aspects of your life:
(First/Next) READ AND RANDOMIZE] (are you satisfied or dissatisfied?)

REQUIRED PROBRYould you say you are VERY (dis)satisfied or SOMEWHAT (dis)satisfied?
Does

Very  Somewha Somewhal Very Apply  DK/Ref
satisfied satisfied dissatisfiec dissatisfie (VOL.) (VOL.)

a. Your family life 75 19 4 2 * 1
Oct2005 72 19 4 3 1 1
Jarl999 71 20 4 3 0 2
Dec1996 69 21 6 3 0 1
b. Your social life 59 28 6 3 2 1
C. Your personal financial situation 29 40 14 14 * 2
Fel2009 23 43 18 13 * 3
d. The quality of life in your communit 51 35 7 6 * 2
BASED ON EMPLOYED414,656
e. Your current job or career 53 32 9 5 * 1

ASK ALL:
Q.5 Thinking about your FAMILY life so far, would ybasayned out about as you expected it would, or is it
different than you expected it would be?

49 About as expected

47 Different than expected

* Doesndt apply/ MDh)Yt
2 Didnét have(Vally expe
2 Dondt kisedv@lL)Re f






